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: SCENE, 4 parlaur. 
Mr. BEvERLEY, and FAIRFLY his Viſitor, 4 
5 | | Fop. | 


Mr. BEVERLE. 


O, no, dear Fairfly ; I muſt abſolutely have 
you ſtay this evening, and partake the 
pleaſure of the company I am to have. Tr, 

FAIR FLV. No doubt but it is ſome fine 
woman TI am not acquainted with, _ 3 

Mr. BEVERLEVY. And, where ſhould I diſ- 
cover any ſuch? Is there a ſingle female in the 
town with whom Jou are not intimate? | 

FaiRFLY.. Why, truly, I think not; un- 
leſs, indeed, ſhe be but lately from the country. 
Bating ſuch, I challenge the whole world to 
| 1+ in! ä 
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ſhow me any woman of the ton, whoſe name, 
and every thing belonging to her, I have not 
vet got by heart. Thanks to my talent for 
companionſhup, I have all London at my fin- 
gers ends, | | 4 

Mr. BEVERLEV. I know you have; and, 
therefore tis not in the female way I would ſur- 
priſe you. | # 

FAIRFLY., Is it ſome new voice, then, you 
would have me hear? I am an amateur, you 
know, in muſic. 55 | ; 

Mr. BEVERLEV. Better far than that. At 
leaſt, conſidering the advantage you may poſ- 
ſibly derive from this night's converſation. 

AIRFLY. Oh, I underſtand you well enough. 
You mean to ſet me down befide ſome wit, 
Take care: theſe gentry have a ſet of words 
quite. ready; but when thoſe are once ex- 
hauſted, tis all over with them, 1 

Mr. BEVERLEVYV. You have not yet gueſſed 
It. 


FaiRFLY, Well, then, I renounce my di- 
vination : but I own you have fo raifed my cu- 
riofity, that I will ſtay and ſup with you, if it 
were only to be ſatisfied who this uncommon _ 
perſonage can be, | T2 

Mr. BxVERLEV. Believe me, my dear cou- 
fin, when I ſay you are not void of wit; and 
may in time have ſome good ſenſe. Endea- 
vour to anticipate that time, be reſolved this 
evening to derive inſtruction from that converſa- 
tion of good ſenſe you are to hear, a 


* 
n 
9 


FAIRFLY. 
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FAI FLV. Oh, ho! you mean me, then, a 
treat of ſolid underſtanding. Well, if it were 
only for the oddity of ſuch a converſation, I 
would ſtay, | | 

Mr, BzeverRLEY. No joking, with your od- 
dity of ſuch a converſation, You may find 
that notwithſtanding all your ſcavorr opwre, as 
you call it, you have met with one that knows 
what way you ſhould be talked to. 

FaIxTLVYV. How? Upon my honour, you 
would frighten me, dear couſin, if I did not 
know the world as intimately as I do. I fan- 
cy J have ſerved. out my appenticeſhip thereto, , 
in ſuch a manner, that I need not be in fear of 
any one. And IT may ſay, without the leaſt 
degree of vanity, that on occaſion, or when 
people force me, I have to the full as much 
good ſenſe ag other people have: but, oppor- * 
tunities of uſing it come round ſo rarely, that 
it is not to be wondered at, if I am far fro 
being in the habit. | 

Mr. BEVERLEV. Well, then, you will have 
this evening, as'T ſaid before, one opportunity 
of ſhowing your good ſenſe : fo, ſer yourſelf 
off to the beſt advantage, that you may nor, 
in the end, be laughed at. 1 1 

FaiRFLY. Oh, I warrant you. (To Mrs. 
Beverly, coming in} Ah, my dear lady, give 
me joy that I ſhall ſup this evening at your ta- 
ble. Mr. Beverley has juſt now begged i would, 
n ſuch a manner, that I could not poſſibly re- 

e t of TOS 
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fuſe him. No; the curioſity he has excited in | 
me to find out the company you are to have—- ' 
Mrs. BEVERLEY. I have? My company 


are countermanded, I ſhall not pretend .to ſer 


z 


of. a 
FAIR FLV. How ? 


Mrs. BEVERLEV. How, couſin! Has he 


not, then, told you every thing? 
FAIR FLV. I only know we are to have a ſup- 
per of ſound ſenſe, and ſolid underſtanding. 
Mrs. BzevERLEY. If my huſband rw poſ- 


ſeſſed the leaſt of either, he would not have 


forced me to unbid thoſe faſhionable people I 
had aſked to ſupper. We were even to have 
had a concert. 5 | | 
Mr. BEVERLEV. But, what reaſon had you 
to unbid thoſe faſhionable people? Did you 


think I ſhould have introduced a rogue among 


them ? 1 
Mrs. BevEsRLEY. Na, not that; but would 
you ſhow the honours of your table to a man 


that never was deſigned by nature for them. 


You will have him ſet cloſe by you, and con- 


ſider him as if he were the deareſt friend you | 


have, A prudent wife can do no more, in ſuch 
caſe, than conceal your whims and fancies 
from ſuch people, as at leaſt would certainly 
laugh at you for them, if they did not go mock 
farther; for, dear huſband, aſk yourſelf if 
they were born to have ſuch company. 
r. BEVERLEY, Oh, here's an argument, 
| indeed, 


them down-with ſuch as Mr. Beverley is fond | 


| 


„ ef 2 Bs 
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indeed, well worthy of that little head of 
yours! I could forgive you, were you but a 
ſcore years old : but, at your time of life !—In 
truth, dear wife of mine, it grieves me to ſay 


fo; but, you will be a piece of inconſiſtency, as 


long as you have life. E 

Irs. BEVEKRLEV. I fancy, Mr. Beverley, 
you dont know what you talk of. At my time 
of life, fir! At my time of life, one may be 
thought to know the world: nor have we any 
right to contradict the general cuſtoms of man- 
kind; whereas, at yours, I have been told 
ſome people doat. „ EF | 
Mr. BeverLEY. A very pretty compli- 


ment, indeed! but, for your puniſhment, my 
deareſt, I will mortify you by not being angry 
7 


at it. After having thirty years been marri 
one has learned to bear a little, - | 
FaixFLY. But, dear friends, if you defign 
I ſhould enjoy this little altercation, which I 
apprehend is not without its beauties, let me 
know what cauſes it; for, as to that, I am en- 
tirely in the dark. N 5 
MMrs. BEVENLEV. I will inform you of it ; 
and do you, then, judge between us. Mr. 
Beverley has here upon a viſit, one that 


manages the eſtates he has in Yorkſhire ; a true 


peaſant, of good underſtanding, as he ſays, and 
of an upright character, as he believes. He 
ſent him, laſt night, with my filver ticket, to 
the opera, where J have a box; and he is now 
at Drury Lane, with one of our admiſſion 

9 11 32 tickets. 
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tickets. Well, would you believe, it, couſin ? 
this plain peaſant turns my huſband's head. 
Your Socrates's, Plato's, Mark Aurelius's, and 
other Greeks. and Romans, are all nothing 
E: to him. He will have him eat with us as long 
Zs he remains in London, puts him down at 
table by his elbow, gives him the belt bits; 
6 and abſolutely lets him have the fineſt room to 
ö ſleep in. How it comes to paſs, I know not; 
but, I ſhould not wonder, it he were to put 
him up a bed in our own chamber. . | 
Mr. BEvERLEY. I may do that, madam, | 
when he comes again: but, have you fi- 
niſned? 1 5 n - 

Mrs. BEVERLEK NY, Yes, fir; and am tired 
of telling you my thoughts ſo often. Nothing 
can be ſo ridiculous. . . 

FAIR FLV. So fingular, at leaſt. A farmer, 
at the beſt, is nothing but an honeſt ſervant, 
who ſhould never think of mounting higher 
than the ſecond table, when he comes on buſi- 
neſs to ſuch families as this. Such is the 
rule. 25 ; 
Mr. BEVERLEVY. Yes, yes: I know that 

well enough; but tis the rule I would aboliſh ; 
under my own roof, at leaſt. An honeſt far- 
mer who is [punctual in his payments, who 
improves my land and other property, who 
lives reſpected by his neighbours, who relieves 
the poor, and has ſuch general experience, that 
the country round about will conſtantly refer 
their differences with each other to his arbitra- 
"a = | tion; 
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tien; ſuch a farmer, I muſt ſay, is one among 


the moſt re ſpectable I am I with : 
and, when he comes to ſee me, I will not neg- 
lect one opportunity of ſhowing him | 
friendſhip, and the great eſteem in which I 
 FaixFLY, It muſt be confeſſed, indeed, 
that ſuch a man is uſeful, and entitled to our 
gratitude ; but, then, this gratitude has cer- 
tainly its limits with reſpect to people of his 
ſtamp, who have not had a ptoper education to 
make one in faſhionable company: their con- 
verſation is ſo low and bounded. | 
Mr. BEvERLEY. In ſo ſaying, you talk 
Juſt for all the world like what you are; and, 
faying ſo, I need not go much farther, juſt 
like a young man without experience. I can, 
therefore, overlook your wiſe deciſion in this- 
caſe, without much difficulty. At your age, I 
thought exactly like you: but the knowledge I 
have got from obſervation, has reformed my way 


of thinking, and convinced me that the con- 


verſation of ſuch people, very far from being 
low and bounded, is ſo intereſting, that one 


| ſhould not loſe a fyllable of what they ſay. 


To give my dearee better thoughts of this good 
man than ſhe indulges, I muſt mention what 
he is intrinſically, and what good, too, he has 
done me. „ — 
Mrs. BEVERLEVY /fitting down to ber work.) 
Oh, yes, now we ſhall hear of miracles, - 
11 B. 3 | Mr, 
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Mr. BEVERLEVY. Ves, madam, that you | 
ſhall : for, in the firſt place, let us ſpeak a little 
of his perſon; and the ſoundeſt ſyſtem of philo- 


5 


ſophy, as we ſhall ſee, was never known tq 


join together theory with practice better than 


he does. The only ſon of a ſubſtantial huſ- 
— who -cultivated his own. land this 
ather put his ſon into the way of ſtudying, ſo 
that, when of age, he might be fit for ſome 
employment, which he meant to parckaly, if 
God's providence ſhould ſpare him long enough 
to ſave the neceſſary ſum of money: but, God's 
providence would not permit it: he died very 
young, The youth, who had from nature a 

hiloſophy that beſt conducts mankind through 
life, thought no employment could be better 
than his father's, and determined to fit down 


* 


contented with the piece of ground that had 


been left him. Ti * 
Mrs. BeverRLEY, Why, then, did he not 
ſuppoſe this piece of ground ſufficient, without 
wiſhing to become another perſon's ſervant? 
Had he done ſo, there would certainly have 
been ſome little delicacy in his conduct then. 
Mr. BEVERLE V. Another perſon's ſervant! 
I have told you twenty times already, he is 
not my ſervant. 3 8 
Mrs. BEvERLEY. No, it is entirely out 
of — he inſpects and manages your 
Mr. BEVYENLE Y. Intirely ſo, He is my 
. ſteward, 


AE n 


dred pounds a year. 
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ſteward, if you pleaſe; but how did he become 
10? Hear, fir, what I owe this man, and after- 
_ wards condemn me if you think I act amiſs. I 


had been cheated by a train of tenants, who 
not only never paid me, but depreciated very 
much my land: ſo that at every leaſe I grant- 
ed, it was always at a rent much leſs than that 
before it. I went down, and had the happi- 
neſs to get an introduction to this man, who 
was my neighbour. I became acquainted with 
him, and - propoſed that he ſhould take my 
farm: he would not, as he faid he meant 
not to increaſe his fortune. Upon this, I 
urged him to become, at leaſt, my ſteward, 
upon any terms he might think fit himſelf ; 
and this was nearly his reply, which I ſhall al- 
ways recolleft, *% Your land, fir, has been 
always let to knaves, and ſuch as knew not in 
the leaſt their buſineſs; ſo that its depreciation 
could not but enſue. I will, from friendſhip, 
if you puck conſent to manage it; but, re- 
collect I make no bargain. The laſt rent you 
ſtipulated for your farm was but fix hundred 
pounds; but, I that know it better far than 
any of your tenants did, am ſenfible it ſhould 
have been nine hundred. Let me have it for 


two years, and you ſhall ſe | 
FairFLY. And at the end of thofe two 
years? | | 


Mr. BEVERIEV. The thing was as he ſaid. 
It brought me in, all charges paid, nine hun- 


FAI FL. 
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FaixFLY. Ah, madam, what an honeſt 
man! | 18 24 
Mrs. BzveRLEY (to her huſband,) Let him 
be honeſt, Should you therefore make him 
your companion ? LE t | 
Mr. BEVERLE V. One more moment. I 
have not yet done. I wiſhed, as you may eafi- 
ly ſuppoſe, to give him ſome ſlight token of my 
gratitude, and did not think a hundred pounds 
too much: but how did he receive it? In the 
the following manner; for by dint of reading 
frequently the letter I received on this occaſion, 
I can ſay it now as perfectly as if it were my 
AB C. My care, and your attention to reward 
me for it, have in both produced a commen- 
dable action. I have put your hundred pounds 
into our vicar's hands, and rather in your name 
than mine, that he may give it to the poor, for 
whom he * a great regard. For my part, 
likewiſe, 1 muſt thank you heartily for all the 
good, that truſt you thought me worthy of, 
has furniſhed me for two years paſt and upward 
with the opportunity of doing, by employ af- 
forded to ſo many of the poor, whoſe only means 
of living. and ſupporting numerous families, 
are ſtrength of body. I will ſtill continue an 
employment you are pleaſed to pay me for ſo, 
nobly, while God gives me health and ſpirits ; 
and am, fir, with great reſpect, and ſo forth.“ 
—Such was his dilintereſtedneſs; and for 


theſe fifteen years that my eſtate has been in- 


ſpected by this worthy man, its value has been 
: * conſtantly 
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. conſtantly encreaſing, and at preſent brings me 
in no leſs than fifteen hundred yearly. 
FAIR FLV. Do you hear that, madam ? oh, 
this man muſt abſolutely have a place at ſupper 
with us; and, for my part, I will pour him out 
his liquor, with a napkin likewiſe peeping from 
my pocket, if he needs it. | | 
Mr. BeveRLEY, You may joke as much 
as. you think proper ; but I think I cannot too 
much honour ſuch a character. 
FAIR FLV. Too much! if he were mine, 
and brought me in ſo much as fifteen hundred 
pounds a year, for my part, I ſhould look upon 
bim as a fort of god. | F 
Mr. BevexrEy. Not fo; but as a. man 
much more reſpectable than many that ſuppoſe 
themſelves his betters in the world. I leave you 
to make ſuch reflections on this converſation as 
'you' pleaſe ; for, really, ſhould I remain much 
longer, I fhould loſe all patience. © (he goes out.) 
Fair. I obſerve one muſt not joke 
with Mr. Beverley upon the ſubject of this 
man; however, if we pleaſe, this ſupper ma 
be quite diverting. I, for my part, will amuſe 
myſelf in ſuch a manner with this ruſtic, that 
your huſband, madam, ſhall have no occaſion 
to complain of my behaviour; and, indeed, 
think they may be both made fools of. What 
do you think, madam ? | | | 
Mrs. BzevexLEY. Oh, by all means, Fairfly. 
FainrLY, Leave the whole affair to my 
direction; but before the honeſt bumpkin comes 
x upon 
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upon us, let me know his ſtyle. of converſation. 
You have had the honour of his company] fan- 
cy more than once? | | 


Mrs: BEeverRLEY. Yes, | truly; for theſe 
three years paſt, I have enjoyed that honour. 
He finds fault with all our cuſtoms ; falls un- 


mercifuily on the manners of the town; con- 


ſiders there is now-a-days no honeſty, except 


in cottages, and really believes that every peaſant 
loſes his integrity, when once he brings his 
goods for ſale to London. 
FaiRFLY. Good. : 
Mrs. BEveRLEY. To which, you are to 
add a Gothic education, and a ſpecies of mo- 
rality, that bores one, as the ſaying is. Well, 
this is what my huſband fancies admirable : 
whatever he thinks iit to tell him, is, in ſome 
ſort, like an oracle, : ; 
FAlR FLV. I underſtand, and will avenge 


you, madam, upon both : beſides, if you but 
ſecond me, we will have ſome amyſement. 


Mrs. BEVERLEVY. I forewarn you to ſtand 
firm. You will not find him timorous in the 
leaſt : his ruſtic frankneſs and ſincerity will 
have its way, and you mult act 8 | 

FAIRFLY. Yes yes, let me alone. He is a 
ſpecies of John Bull, who ſays whatever hap- 
pens to come uppermoſt, So much the better: 


that will give more ſcope and freedom to our 
converſation ; and our project muſt be this; 
between us both, to roaſt him ſoundly, 


Mrs, 
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Mrs. BEvERLEY. Yes, the project is de- 


io ſupper with us. Were it not for you, dear 
counñn, what could I have done this evening? 

SERVANT fentering.) Mr. Oldacre. 

Mrs. BEzvERLY. What he, already! ſhow 
him in. (2he ſervant ges ort, and Oldacre en- 
ters.) Will you be pleaſed to take a chair, fir ? 
= OLpacxt. No not I. For my convenience, 
LI will ſtand a little, if you pleaſe, good madam. 
$1 have been theſe three hours fitting, ſo as to 
be cramped to death. | | 
| Mrs. Bzvaen LEY. Has not the play amuſed 
you then ? EE | 
Ol. DpACRE. Amuſed me, madam? Noone 
an be leſs amuſed than I have been. I left 
the place quite vexed at having loſt my time 

hearing lach obſcenity and nonſenſe, and in 
eeing ſuch a multitude of people weak enough 
o come together in a houſe, where they muſt 
pay to hear ſuch ſtuff. ; | 
FaiRFLY. You muſt be very nice, fir; for 
he entertainment you are come from, is fre- 
huented by the — polite in London. 

Or pack Ek. In that caſe, I cannot chuſe but 
orm a very bad idea of the moſt polite, or 
contempt for what is called the reigning taſte. 

| FAiRFLY. What did they play ? 

OLpacrt. Two pieces, that in my idea, 
ere originally made to hurt the people's morals, 
d diſparage common honeſty, and ſcandalize 
hatever men agree to call reſpectable. NN 
1 '  FAIRFLY« 
4 


lightful. How rejoiced I am that you will ſtay © - 


8 
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FAIR FLY. But pray what pieces were they? 
Orvacrt. The Fair Penitent; and Har- 
lequin's Invaſion.” . | . 
„ Well, the firſt is of acknowledg- 
ed merit and inculcates ———— 5 f 
Or pAcRE. And inculcates ? what pray? 
Fornication. Only image to yourſelf a rake, 
who, in the firſt act of the piece, comes on and 
entertains the audience with a villainous account 
of his amours: and for what fort of penitent 
ſhall we ſet down the lady? — 4 
FaiRFLY. Well, let that be granted: but 
what ſay you to the entertainment? I, for 
my part, laughed enough to ſplit my ſides, when 
Harlequin was — 182 the three old 
juſtices, and in a moment up flew all their wigs; 
their chairs turned round, and ſliowed them in 
the character of three old women. 
OLDACRE. If you laugh, fir, at ſuch mat- 
ters, that 1s not a great deal to your praiſe ; and 


* 


I adviſe you not to boaſt your taſte and judge- 


ment in the company of well-diſpoſed and 
underſtanding people. I, inſtead - of laughing, 
could not keep from ſhrugging up my ſhoulders. 
Mrs. BEVERLEV. Mr. Fairfly, dont you ſee 
the gentleman is hoſtile to all laughing? There 
are people in the world of ſuch a caſt, who will 
not be amuſed at any thing that pleaſes other 
eople. | 3 | 
5 ILoAcRE. No, no, madam. I love laugh- 
ing to the full as well as other folks: but 
think I ſhould not laugh at every thing. Laſt . 


Xear, 
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year, I ſaw that pantomime which was ſo gene- 
| rally followed.—lI forget its name; but Robin- 


ſon Cruſoe was in it. — Well; I was diverted 


with that piece, and laughed to ſee it. It ex- | 
| hibited the contraſt of a ſavage's behaviour, ard 


the poliſhed manners of a regulated city, while 
its moral was inſtructive and agreeable ; but 
would you have me laugh, when Harlequin is 
in a priſon, and calls. out for wine that he 
may drink to the deſtruction of two wretches, | 


that are repreſented on the very point of execu- 


tion. This is an addition to the fault I found 
before with this abominable piece: but I return 
to that, as being of worſe tendency. A theatre 
ſhould be the ſchool of virtue. Shall it, then, 
exhibit an atrocious fellow, who deſerves the 
gallows, turning into ridicule the magiſtrates 
that are to fit upon his crime? Such a 
proceeding wants even common ſenſe to jultify | 
It. 

FalxTLV. You conſider things too deeply, 


Mr. Oldacre. This is but a joke, at which we 


laugh. without applying any thing that paſſes 
o the magiſtracy. . | = 

OLDacrt. Then, fir, let me aſk you, what 
is the intention of the FREY ? It muſt be all a 
puerility, if deſtitute of application; and my- 
elf, as ſeldom as I go to plays, have ſeen ſome 


Eragedics, and comedies, and even farces, that 


onvey a beauteous moral, | | 
FAIRFLY, But you have not told us yet 
| 11 C 5. your 
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your notions of the opera, You were there 
laſt night, I hear. . „ 
OLDACRE. I was; and found the whole 
deteſtable; a piece exhibited that has no moral, 
and intended only to convey ſuch muſic as is out 
of nature; with a ſort of dancing, that, to make 
no mention of the indecent poſtures into which 
the dancers throw themſelves, makes fools of 
thoſe who come to ſee it. For example ſake, 
that Veſtry, as you call him, who ſupports his 
body on one leg, and brings the other, with 
his body, head and all, into a horizontal line. 
What entertainment can there be in ſuch a piece 
of mummery? Indeed I wonder, fir, your 
gentry and nobility are not aſhamed of going 
thither, | 
Mrs. BEVERLEV. You forget, fir, I be- 
lie ve, I have a box there for the ſeaſon. 
OLDAcRE. So much the worſe. And I am 
forry, madam, you can find no better way of 
laying cut your money. You may keep it © 
for my part, another night youſelf. I fancy 
I ſhall hardly be again perſuaded to go thither 
in a hurry, | 98 
FAIRFLY (whiſpering Mrs. Beverley.) 1 
never in my life beheld a verier John Bull. 
{To Oldacre.) You would account more fa- 
vourably of our opera and theatres, if you 
had ſeen a dozen other pieces, that inculcate 
_—_ a moral at the end, as you ſeem fond 
at NS | 
Or pacxe, Yes; for inſtante, I was laſt 
| | year 
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very charming piece. The moral it convene 
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year likewiſe at Rofina. It appeared to me a 


was what it ſhould have been: the conduct of 
the characters was quite in nature; and the 
dialogue throughout, ingenious, neat, and 
ſprightly. But the very pleaſure it afforded 
the ſpectator, as it ſhould have done with rea- 
ſon, made me form no good opinion of their 


1 and conſiſtency. 


Alx FLV. And why lo, pray? 
Orpacxkk. Why ſo? 1 know of nothing 
half ſo inconſiſtent, as what happens to you 
Londoners, that intereſt yourſelves ſo deepl 
in ſuch pieces, as diſplay the unaffected life 
and actions of ſimplicity and innocence in coun- 
try people, and yet look with ſuch contempt 
on the originals, when you are not aſſembled 
in the playhouſe. | 

FAIRFLY. Oh, fir; now I ſee you would 
exaggerate matters, | | 

OLDAcRE. No, fir, I have no intention af 
that ſort, I wiſh, upon the other hand, I were 
deceived in my ideas of that incoſiſtency with 
which you amateurs (for that fine word I heard 


this morning; and was told it meant the ſame 


as lovers) of the playhouſe ſee Roſina, and 
ſuch pieces as reſemble it. For, from an over- 
flowing table, and ſuch houſes, as are more like 
palaces than private dwellings, you crowd alta» 
gether to be entertained and intereſted likewiſe, 
with the unaffected manners of a ſet of peaſants. 
Their ingenuous modeſty, and ſimple way of 

it VT a*5 _ hving 
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| living, charm you on the ſtage, and you will 
thed even tears: but in your country houſes, 
or whenever you go by their habitations, you 
will hardly think them men ; or if you conde- 
ſcend to do fo, it ſhall only be to humble them. 
What inconſiſtency! You muſt, upon reflec- 
tion, think it utterly without excuſe. 55 
FAIRFLY. Your cenſure is ingenious, I 
muſt own : but would you have us live with 
peaſants, juſt as if they were our equals in the 
-world, becauſe their artleſs manners on the 
ſtage amuſe us? | 
| Or vacky., No: but I would have you 
certainly eſteem them more. „ 
' FarirFLy. More? We amuſe ourſelves 
with thoſe originals in rural life, as with their 
copies on the ſtage ; but leave them in their 
place. Whenever I go through a village, I 
am pleaſed, for inſtance, with their dancing; 
but you would not have me ſure dance with 
them? It is juſt the ſame, fir, at the theatre: 
we are delighted with their manners there, but 
elſewhere leave them in their place, 
OLnDACRE., But, elſewhere, leave them in 
their place! you are ungrateful, then: that is 
the ſoſteſt term I have to give you. Thoſe 
good people are the means of your exiſtence. 
You derive the model of your virtues from the 
unaffectedneſs of their fimplicity ; and, on the 
ſtage you cannot but eſteem what elſewhere 
you deſpiſe. I cannot bate you, fir, a tittle 
of that word, ungrateful. Your behaviour is, 
>» indeed, 
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indeed, the height not only of ingratitude, but 
inconſiſtency. Ty 8 
| FaIRFLY (afide to Mrs. Beverley.) The 
old Put's terms are of the harſheſt, madam, 
and we cannot poſſibly do any thing, as I ex- 
pected, with him. So, I give the matter up. 
Mrs. BEVERLE Y (aſide to Fairfly.) I told 
| you what might happen. MW 

Mr. BzverLEY (entering with Gamut, & 


. muſician.) Madam, I here bring you one you 
will be glad to ſee. Tis Mr, Gamut, who de- 
0 ſires to take a bit of ſupper with you. (To 


| Oldacre) Ah, my good old friend! are you re- 
turned, then? | | | 
Mrs. BEvERLEY "(rifng from her work.) ' 
Ah, my deareſt Mr. Gamut ! Tis a long time, 
now, fince laſt we ſaw you. Where can you 
have been ? ORE ns 
Gauur. You are extremely good to make 
theſe kind enquiries. I have (Eh. at work of 
late upon a treatiſe, that I hope will do me ho- 
nour, on account of its utility, as well as thoſe 
diſcoveries I have made, and which are all in- 
ſerted in it, | | 5 
| Mrs. BEVERLEV. Had you come a moment 
ſooner, fir, this gentleman (pointing to Old- 
acre) might have provided you with ſome ideas 


” ed your ſcience, upon which he argues very - 
he me# bs | | 


SR {afide to Fairy.) Is he one of us, 
en? | 


FAIRFLY (afide to Camat.) Oh, a ſpecial 
1180 genius, 


8 
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genius, fir, who would aſtoniſh you. (7; urning 
to Mrs. Bewerley} J have a thought, and I be- 
lieve you comprehend me. e eo 
Mr. BzvERLEY. (to Oldacre.) Well; but 
we enjoyed no opportunity of talking with each 
other all day yeſterday; ſo, tell me in the firſt 
place, how you liked your laſt night's muſic. 
Orvacrxt., No. one could have poſſibl 
leſs liked it, as I told your lady, in the ſofrelt 
terms I could make uſe of, juſt before you en- 
tered. | 5 Is 5 
Mrs. BEVERLEKV. You muſt know, the 
gentleman laſt night was at the opera. 
GamuT. The gentleman is in the right. 
For my part, I muſt ſay that none of thoſe who 
cultivate, at preſent, this rare art, ſo uſeful to 
mankind, know any thing about their buſineſs ; 
but my treatiſe will go near to-open people's 
_ I have examined deeply into every 
thing, and mounted to the very origin of 
things. 5555 ä „ 5 
OLvacrt (aſide to Fairfly) Is Mr. Gamut, 
as I think you called him but juſt now, a far- 
mer, that he talks of cultivating. Ke 
FAIRFLY (afide to Oldacre,) Yes, indeed; 
and a ſubſtantial one, too. (Turning to Mrs, 
Bewerley} Ah, ah, ah, a lucky word of Ga- 
mut's, that. And we ſhall ſee what follows. 
Gar (to Oldacre,) Doubtleſs, you have 
ſtudied, fir, the ancient ſyſtems, made diſcove- 
ries, and drawn up ſome treatiſe, 
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'Or.vacre. I, fir! No, indeed, not I. I 
have but ſtudied nature, and I hope you will 
allow that thirty years experience is much bet- 
ter than the tuff and nonſenſe of ſo many trea- 
| tiſes, as you expreſs it, put together by ſuch 
people, that inſtead of practiſing, are always 
| arguing and writing. e 
GamuT. Yes, indeed; and, therefore, tis 
from practice I have drawn, without exception, 
all my reaſonings. For example's ſake, my 
chapter upon intervals will be of boundleſs - 
uſe, and yield a deal of fruit and profit, '' 
Ot pAcRE. I, for my part, think that every 
method may be good or bad according to the 
different ſoils they are reſpectively applied to. 
Mr. BEVERLEV. How is this, my dear 
Oldacre! Really, I did not think you ſo ex- 
pert. You are a perfect amateur, to uſe your 
own expreſſion. (To Fairfly) What a univerſal 
genius we have here !—Aſtoniſhing!. ' 
OLDacreg. If I were at a loſs to argue on 
an art I have heen practiſing theſe thirty years, 
| I ſhould, in that caſe, be unfit to exerciſe it. 
GamvuT. To: corroborate this practice, tis 
expedient one ſhould read the ancients; I, bj 


| thoſe means, have made wonderful diſcoveries. 


OLDACRE. That may be; but, for my, 
part, I have only laboured. Tis to that I have 
confined myſelf, „ be. 

GamuT. Tis, notwithſtanding, ſurely good 
to know the revolutions that have taken place 

| | In 
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in ſuch a heavenly art, if one would ſtop the 
progreſs of new methods ſtarted by ſuch empi- 
ricks as there will be in every ſcience. Foc 
example, was not the proceeding of the Ar- 


gians much to be approved of, when _ ſen- 


tenced to a fine, that empiric, who fir 
ſumed to change the Lydian method. | 
Ornacre. Fegs! I know not whether they 


pre- 


did well or ill. I never heard a word about 
that method. ION) | 


GamuTt. How, fir! never heard a word 
about it ? Had that empiric ſucceeded, what 
ſhould we have done without the Diatonic and 
Chromatic ſcales that? TR 

OrDacre, Here are words enough to 
break one's teeth! 5 

GamuT. They are, however, frequently 
repeated by muſicians. | 

OLpacre, What! And were you talking 


to me all the while of muſic. I ſuppoſed you 


were on agriculture. That is all the ſcience 1 
Sn vera,” 5 > 
GanvuT. Is it poſſible? and, are you no- 


thing but a farmer? 


OlLDACRE. Why ſhould I be more, when 
you are nothing in the world but a mufician ? 
FAIR FLV {to Mrs. Beverley.) The miſtake 
was entertaining ! What a pity, that it did not 
laſt a little longer! {To Oldacre and Gamut 
But, pray, gentlemen, dont take offence at one 


another. You have both great merit in the 


way of your profeſſions. | 
| GAMU T. 


\ 


badly off. | 


all muſicians. Bs N | 
Mr. BEVERTEVY. Oh, for heaven's ſake, 
gentlemen, dont quarrel with each other. To 


the obligations I am under to your care and 
management. You have 1ncreaſed the income 


creaſes. | 


ſation. Therefore, Mr, Gamut, let me hear 
about your muſic : that will entertain me. 
Mr. BEVERLEY. You had better hear our 


more intereſting than your muſic. Mr. Gamut 
may do what he pleaſes; he will never get 
you fifteen hundred pounds a yea. 

Mrs. BEVERLEV. Yes, Mr. Gamut will 
amuſe me. And as it is much more difficult 
to entertain than make one rich, you will 
conſider tis but natural that for converſation, I 
mould give the preference where I do. 


long as you think fit to Mr. Gamut; and let 
us, my good friend Oldacre, ſit here by one 
arother. (To Fairy) Couſin, you have an 
eſtate, quite out at elbows, as they ſay; if 

you 


OLDAckE. Much worſe, I take it, were we 


prevent it, let me ſpeak to you, Oldacre, of 


of my land, and every year my gratitude in- 


Mr. BEVERLEKV. Well, talk then, juſt as 
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GamuT. True, indeed. We cannot all be 
farmers: the world then, I fancy, would be 


Mrs. BEveRLEY (fitting to her qwork again. 
Now we ſhall have another tireſome converſa- 5 


tireſome converſation, as you call it. Tis 


"ou 
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you will take my counſel you had better liſten 


Mrs. BEVERLEV. You had better liſten 
here to Mr. Gamut, who is going to acquaint 
me with the plan of his diſcoveries: that is 
much more curious. (Gamut takes his haut- 
boy out.) : . 

FATRFLVYV. Oh, let me alone. I have a 


pair of ears; for either party, one: and can 
hear both. 


Mr. BEVERLEVY. Oh, yes, you would per- 
ſuade us you are vaſtly clever! 

FAIRFTLVY. Come, begin: I hear you both, 

Mr. BEverRLEY (to Oldacre. The confi- 


_ dence you have fo richly merited has hitherto 
prevented me from being over-curious to in- 
 quire what charges you have made on my 

eſtate; but a deſcription of them muſt be very 


pleaſing. Be ſo kind, as to inform me what 
they have been. 

— I have done no more than what 
the nature of the land ſuggeſted. Nothing can 
be ſimpler than a huſbandman's proceedings, 
when he knows what profit may be drawn from 
following nature. 5 SR 

Mrs. BEvEeRLEY (ſpeaking to Gamut awvhile 
her. huſband is addreſſing Oldacre.) The zeal 
with which you tell me you have ſtudied an- 


cient muſic, muſt have let you into many ad- 


* 
- 


mirable ſecrets. 
GamuT, Yes, and tis with that remark I 
have begun my treatiſe, Nothing can be more 
ſublime 
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ſublime than that muſician's operations, who, 
beforehand knows the extent and grandeur of 


his art. 

5 Orpackk. Firſt, IJ have made your little 

? {Wriver navigable, notwithſtanding, as you know, 

the nature of the Toil was in a manner adverſe 
to the undertaking : but the roads were bad, 

g nor could your tenants take their grain from 


home to ſell it, as the expence of carriage to 
the neareſt market would have been much 
greater than the value of the merchandile : 
but, now they have the opportunity of water 
carriage. 2 , 
Mr. BEveRLEY. Very well. og 
GamuT. You are to know, then, in the 
firſt place, madam, I have had recourſe to 
P plato and Pythagoras, as well as all the Gre- 
Y cian ſages, to evince that the celeſtial motions 


at Hand the revolutions of the ſtarry firmament, 
are carried on with muſic; fince, tis ſaid, that 

at God, in the beginning, faſhioned every thing 

n with harmony and meaſure. / > = 

585 Mrs, BEVERLEV. A ſublime idea, truly ! 

an FAIRFLY. Yes, and one contributing to 

„ Wprove that muſic is a heavenly ſcience, 

- OlpackEk. I have alſo made your park 


much leſs; reſerving but a hundred acres 
ound the dwelling houſe, and making meadow 
round of the remainder, from a thought that 
ows and oxen were more profitable than a 
ack of deer. | | . : 
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Mr. BEVE R LE v. 1 am, indeed, of your opl- 
nion 

Ganvur. I have alſo proved Pythagoras 
is in the right, when he informed us that the 
power of muſie does not in the leaſt affect us 
through the ear, 

Mrs. BEVERLEVYV. What a diſcovery ! but 
tis rather wonderful that ſound ſhould not affect 
us through the ear. 

FarrFLY., Oh, nothing can 5 plainer, ma- 
dam, than Pythagoras“ s doctrine. 

OLDACRE. The conſequence of this is, 
that the village has increaſed in houſes- and 

inhabitants, at leaſt a half;. and that the mar- 

ket ſuch increaſe has rendered neceſſary, is a 
farther benefit to all the country. 

Mr. BEVERLEV. What a man you are! 

FAIRFTLVYV. Yes! I admire that market? 

Mr. BEVYERLEVYV. Oh, for heaven's ſake, 
couſin, p ay attention to my wife and Mr, 
Gamut. We dont want your interruptions, 

FAIRFLY. So Ido. 

Saumur. But, nothing in my treatiſe is 
ſo intereſting as that chapter, where I prove 
that love. is in reality the god of muſic. 

Mrs. BEVERLEVY. Bravo! Charming! 
Bravo! Love, the god of muſic ! ! What ſubli- 
mity ! 

FalxrLx. So I ſay, merit 

Orpackk. But the beſt of all is, that the 
village being thus increaſed with upwatds of 

1 „ 


* 


COMMON SENSE THE BEST. 2% 


o thouſand people, there is much more dung 
produced to lay upon the land. 
FairFLY, Ah! ah! that dung, was ſome- 
thing unexpected! | 
Mr. BEvERLEY. So it may be ; but you oj 
ſpeak ſo loud, that | 
A SERVANT. Sir, the ſupper is on table. 
Mr. BEVERLEx. Truly, am very glad. 
So, after ſupper we will talk a little on this 
head, but by ourſelves. - - | * 
Mrs. BEVERLEY. Oh, yes, by all means, 
with your dung. I heard that word, and it has 
almoſt made me fick. 
Or.DacrReE, Tis true, the word can ſcarce 
be ſet to muſic, I am ſorry, madam, 
Mr. BevERLEY, No: tis I that ſhould be 
ſorry for my wife's refractory behaviour: but 
I fancy, my good friend, you muſt have heard 
the old expreſſion ; ; There is no accounting for 
ſome E s taſtes, So come to MR 7 


ADV Gale, who for tliree years had bro 

a widow, was retired. into the country, ; 

and reſided in a charming ſituation ſeveral miles 
from London. That affliction the irreparable 
loſs of her dear huſband had occaſioned her, a 
was ſoftened by no other circumſtance than her g 
a 

b 


attention to a daughter, who, it muſt be men- 
tioned, was the only pledge Sir Charles dad 
left her of his tenderneſs. 


Her ladyſhip was married very young. Her 
father, in conſideration of the dower that I 
would accompany her hand, had fancied tha _ 
a ſplendid fortune and ſome tew polite ac- ih 
compliſhments, without a grain of ſolid know te 
ledge, would enable her to make a ſhining figure 8 


in the world. Involved in the inceſſant tumul 
3 


TOD'S GLORY, &c. 3 | | 


of affairs, or taken up with diſſipation, he had 


never thought, that in a life leſs agitated, Ethe- 


linda, (Ethelinda was his daughter's name) 
would have much greater need of thoſe re- 
ſources flowing from the proper cultivation of 


her heart and underſtanding; and that, there- 


fore, how much better he ſucceeded in pro- 
curing her a > x6 huſband, fo much more ex- 
pedient would ſhe find thoſe great advantages 
o merit his attachment and eſteem. Confide- 
rations of this fort were much above his under- 
ſtanding; and of every father- like attention, the 


moſt uſeful were preciſely ſuch as he neglected. 


Raiſed by marriage :to- become the aſſociate 
df a worthy man, diſtinguiſhed for his under- 


ſtanding, uſeful knowledge, and polite accom<- 


pliſhments, her ladyfhip ſoon found the bitter 
conſequences of her father's negligence, and 
while ſhe ſought a remedy herſelf, refolved 
her daughter too, ſhould be the better for its 


The amuſements of the town had never totally 


diverted her from this praiſe-worthy project, 


and the ſolitude to which her widowhood had 


been the means of her retreating, gave her all 
the leiſure ſhe could want for putting 1t in exe- 
cution, She had turned the infancy ef Ethe- 
linda to ſome good account already, by ac- 
quiring whar ſhe wiſhed her child ſhould know 


in future. Her untiring application, her re- 


tentive memory, and more than both, her ſolid 
underſtanding, had ſo well promoted the inten- 
tions of her love, that ſhe was very quickly 
; 27 + 2” perfect 
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perfect miſtgeſs of thoſe arts that - ought top 
come within the limits of a female education 
and, at thirteen years of age, her daughter, 
too, had mage conſiderable progreſs in them, 
Lady Gale was happy in a brother, fixed at 
London, in a poſt + moment under govern» 
ment ; and, at his leiſure hours from buſineſs, 
ſtudying the ſciences, Two girls, yet infants, 
and a youth, whoſe name ſhall here be Cyprian, 
with their mother, made up all his family. _ 
Upon a very preſſing invitation,. Cyprian and 
his Hiker had received from Ethelinda's mo- 
ther, to come down and celebrate her birth 
day, they reached Lady Gale's upon the morn- 
ing of that day. I ſhall not here infert a thoy- 
ſand circumſtances 5 enſued upon their meet- 
ing, neither will I mention how the firſt day. 
paſſed till tea time. Tis enough, if I remark. 
that. after tea time, the uncommon fineneſs of 
the evening was ſufficient to entice them out, 
that they might take a walk upon the terrace. 


6— ah. 
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CONVERSATION I. 


ON the terrace, therefore, they were got by 
this time. Lady Gale, her brother, Cyprian, 
and Ethelinda. They obſerved the ſun was 
nearly ſetting; in the midſt of which, her Ja- 
VV 
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Ayſhip, without a minute's notice, ſeparated 
from her little company, and fat herſelf down 
on a bench, from whence the view was open 
down the longeſt walk. My lady's brother, 
tearing ſomething ailed his filter, ſeemed alarm- 
ed a little : but, without once taking off her 
obſervation from the weſt, ſhe bade him not be 
frightened. I will ſatisfy your curioſity, ſaid 
ſhe, dear brother, in a moment: but, at pre- 
ſent, let the ſun firſt diſappear. | 
Her brother and the children looked in 
filence at each other, without interrupting her; 
and ſoon the ſun went down: when inſtantly, 
the lady, - riſing with a ſmile, began as follows: 
Jam quite content, and every thing goes on 
in ſuch a manner as it ſhould do. 
The BROTHER. As it ſhould do, fiſter ? 
Her LAbysHIr. Yes: my manner of with- 
drawing juſt this moment, muſt have made you 
wonder. I will, therefore, let you know my 
reaſon for ſo doing, This, you muſt remem- 
ber, 1s my birth day, and, on ſuch a day, me- 
thinks all nature ſeems more intereſting to me- 
I obſerve with more attention every thing that 
paſſes round about me. I diſcover ſubjects for 
reflection in whatever object I behold. This 
morning I was walking in the orchard, and a 
fancy came into my head of noticing the 
changes that had happened in my trees ſince 
this day twelvemonth. - I obſerved that ſome 
among them were beginning to look ancient, 
and the others to aſſume a ſtate of * 
41 D 3 rom 
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From the firſt, I could not but deduce a mourn- 
ful leſſon, while the laſt, however, comforted 
my ſpirits. ' They [exhibited to my ideas the 
delight of growing young again in my dear 
VVV 
Ethelinda, at theſe words could not ſuppreſs 
a ſigh, and kiſſed her mother. 
This is a remark, obſerved the brother, that 
no leſs delights me from the courage and phi- 
loſophy that could ſuggeſt it, than the motherly 
affection ſo conſpicuous in it. But, I ſee your 
obſervations are extended to the ſun; and if 
Took into their meaning, you would wiſh to know 
if it has loſt its force or brightneſs.” ' * : 


„ The Laby. No, no, brother: be aſſured 


my thoughts do not proceed fo far. Laſt year, 
and, as at preſent, on my birth day, I was 
fitting on this bench alone, and plunged into 2 
pleaſing reverie. I ſaw the ſun then ſetting ; 
and obſerved it. was behind yon elm he 
diſappeared. This thought came all at once, 
Juſt now, to'my remembrance ; and I wiſhed to 
ſee if this year, likewiſe, ' he would ſet as he 
had done before. I could not poſſibly have 
| thought the earth had been ſo regulated in its 
motion. . 45 ; ' 5 83 74 5 . "A * 
The BROTHER. And, particularly, after 
having made, ſince this day twelvemonth, an 
amazing circuit round the center, of fix hun- 
meln “9 
The LapyY. The immenſity of ſuch a cir- 
PTT 
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cuit ſtill redoubles. my aſtoniſhment, in finding 


it {0 regular... 0 ́ ́ ä ͤ 
The BROTHER. The earth may pay you, 
ſiſter, likewiſe, you muſt own, a compliment 
as flattering to the full; ſince, at the ſelf - ſame 
day, and moment of the day this year, and 


likewiſe laſt, it finds you ſeated in the ſelf-ſame 


at place to watch 15s motionss. 

i- The Lavy. Look ye, brother, let us not 
5 pretend to have the pride of vying with the 
ir WJ carth for regularity of conduct; for, however 


[ vain be human reaſon of, her torch and plum- _ 
met, a blind planet will be always much more 
regular than the F ; 
d ' ErHzLinpa, Well, then, uncle, if the 
r, Ncaſe be ſo, the ſtars are now beginning, as you 
48 ſee, to ſhow themſelves. I am rejoiced at the 
2 idea that they have it in their power to give 
good account, if they are called on, of "2 
16 planet; for, though we may be a little giddy- 
e, Peaded, ſtill the earth we live upon is not, and 
to Wl poſſibly, in conſequence of what the ſtars muſt 


be acquainted with, reſpecting our ſedate and 


ae 
re regularly-moving planet, they will form a 
ts Wl 200d opinion of our grave and orderly de- 


meanour. . | 
The BROTHER. Tis on this our globe, 
dear.. Ethelinda, we muſt firſt eſtabliſh, if we 
can, this good opinion of ourſelves, without the 
leaſt anxiety concerning what the ſtars may thin 

about us; an anxiety. which, after all, would 
be entirely diſappointed, fince the ſtars, fo fat 


- 
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from thinking of our orderly demeanour, as 
you call it, do "not even lee the globe we 
live on. 

Cronin: * What while we have, very 
poſſibly, five hundred ſpying plaſſes conſtantly 

employed to watch them, can they be ſo proud 
as not to take 1 4 „ 

The LApVYV. Now let us, if we pleaſe, bes 
lieve the poets who exalt the praiſe of women 
to the ſkies. | | 

The BROTHER. But, without more credu- 
lity, why ſhould you be, in this caſe, leſs in- 
dulgent : for, if ever this fine ſounding falſity 

deceived them, did you ever know 1t hurt 
them? It is not without its beauty. It e origi⸗ 
nates from a defire that it were real. 
CVYVPRIAN. Tis, however, diſmal te be thus 
Siknown, fir, on the univerſe, | 

The BROTHER. Be comforted, my man: 
for Mars, and that huge planet, there, the, 
Moon, which, while we ſpeak, is rikng, ſee 
us plainly. 

Er THELINDA. And, are theſe che only wits 
neſſes of our exiſtence ! 5 

The BROTHER. Mercury and Venus, that 
are placed much nearer to the ſun than we, 
diſtinguiſh us, perhaps, unleſs the greatneſs of 
the light about them ſhould prevent it : but, 
for Jupiter and Saturn, with the new diſco» 
yered planet, called in honour of our ſove- 
reign, the Ceorgium mat truly, J ſhould 
| thanks 


* 


— 


* 


IN THE HEAVEN S. 37 
Webiok, they have not the leaſt knowledge of 


us. 
CvrRIAN. And, even ſhould they, tis not 
by ſuch planets as our own, I have the with of 
being noticed, - - 

The Lapy. So, indeed, I might have fan- 
ied. Cyprian is one of thoſe ambitious ſouls, 
that fcorn the praiſes of their-equals : he muſt 
ſpread his fame, not only through the country 
he was born in, but the king and foreign princes ' 
muſt be told it likewiſe. | 

CVrRIAN. You have hit it, aunt: for I 
ould have our globe kick up a pretty duſt 
among the ſtars. + 

The BROTHER, You would fo, poor, hes 
fellow! but how, pray, would you contnve 
o make the ſtars perceive us, when that cir- 
uit of fix hundred million miles, the earth 
akes round the ſun in twelve months time, 
s but a point compared with the immenſity of 
[pace it moyes in. 

Cyertan, Is it pofſible? Oh, heavens! 
The BxoTHER, It will be a very eaſy mat- 
er for me to e what l aye 

ETHELINDA. But, uncle, ſhould that be 
he caſe, there js another difficulty ſtill. Ican 
dbſerve, we are a great deal bigger than the 
un. The ſtars can fee the Sun, and, there: 

ore, they ſhould certainly ſee us. 

The BROTHER, So be it, (niece, not to pre- 
ent our arguing on the mater but ſee yon- 
ler, they are OE up the lamps; and % 

particularly, 
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particulatly, if at ſuch a diſtance I ſee right, at 
Mr. Foley's gates. „„ oF og 


ſo I take it, likewiſe. ! 
The BROTHER. Mr. Foley's houſe is bigger 
than the lamp, and yet can you diſcern the 
houſe? | A 
ETHE!.iNDA. No, not at all. | 
The BROTRER. You ſee, then, that a lu- 
minous or lightſome body may be ſeen a great 
way off, while one much bigger, which does 
nothing but reflect the light, 1s totally in- 
— ͤ 8 „ 
ETHELINDA. . I do ſo, I confeſs. ' © 
I be BROTHER. And, now, inſtead of think- 
ing that the Earth is ſo much larger than the 
Sun, reduce it to its real fize. You may con- 
ceive it no leſs bigger, in proportion to the 
Sun, than Mr. Foley's houſe is in proportion to 
his lamp: but, in reality, it bears no more 
proportion to the ſun, than even a pin's head 
does to a lighted torch. From this compariſon, 
you may give ſomething like a gueſs what 2 
conſpicuous figure we muſt make, with our io 
boaſted planet, in the heavens. 85 
ErRELIN DA. Ah, dear Cyprian! we are 
miſerably undeceived, reſpecting our vaſt con- 
ſequence among the ſtars. HT 
he LADY. Methinks T ſee before me one 
of thoſe important characters the capital abounds 
with, and who fancies the whole kingdom have 
their eyes upon him, in whoſe ear _ 
UB; 


1. 7 


* 


 Ernerinna. Yes, uncle; by the ſituation, 
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blunt man may whiſper, that for certain he is 
not unknown at Kew ; that ſometimes, like- 
wiſe, he may accidentally be named at Wind- 
ſor; but, that never did his fame reach Ox- 
ford. SEO 7 A 
EruELINDA. In reality, were I my cou- 
ſin, I ſhould. be ſo much aſhamed, that I would 
hide myſelf, in future, eyen from the Moon. 
The BROTHER, Be careful, niece, of what 
zou ſay : this pouting ſit might chance to coſt 
ve dee, oe Lo CS 
ErHE LINDA. And how, pray, uncle? 
The BROTRHER. How? becauſe were we 
o hide ourſelves, as you expreſſed it, from 
the Moon, the Moon might hide herſelf from | 
us. 4.4 4 5 # 99 


Er bin I ſhould be grieved at chat; 


r am ſo fond of her ſoft light. | | 

he The Lavy. Nor, can I hide my partiality 
for Luna. By her air of modeſty, it might 

wh appear the was deſigned to be the women's 


Sun. | | 

The BROTHER. That thought, I muſt ac- 
knowledge, not amiſs, How many unac- 
zountable caprices might not her variety of 
phaſes be ſufficient to explain. You, fay by 
that, dear Ethelinda, we have nothing we can 
vell afford to loſe; and that the Earth js but 
too happy in receiving light from ſuch, a mul- 
itude of ſtars about her, and need not aſpire 


10:58 © ſuch a filly boaſt, as that of being noticed 
weer her ſplendour, | Bok 
if | N. 
i CY RIAN. 
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we are dark: for ſure, fir, there. can be no 


the Dulwich hills? that riſing ground? that 


. diſtinguiſh it at ſuch 4 diſtance; it was ſituated 
at the horizon. | So 


— 


| Cyynran, Tis a pity, notwithſtanding, | 


planet in the ſky ſo admirably placed for ſhin-Wi 
ing. | " 
The BrornerR. And why, pray, do you 
conceive we are ſo admirably placed for ſhin- 
le? 85 „„ 
CyYPRIAN. Is it not extremely plain? One 
need but take a look. We may\difiern the ſky 
is drawn quite round about us; that the ſtars 
are Senate at an equal diſtance from the earth, 
and that we are exactly in the middle of the 
univerſe. bs 5 a 
The BROrHZ AZ. Do you remember, Cy- 
prian, the delightful landſcape you defired 1 
would take notice of this very morning, from 


wood ? that folly, as tis called at Peckham, 
and that ſtrange gazebo which we ſaw upon our 
right, at Streatham, as the people told us. 
The Lapy. You may ſee them all from 
hence - 8 : Gr 
The BROTHER. Excuſe me, fiſter, I want 
Cyprian's anſwer, for a reaſon. | "XY 
 CyPRIAN., Yes, I do remember it; and, I 
remember likewiſe, you informed me we ſhould 
go, on our return, through Streatham, for a 
nearer view of the gazebo, which you told me 
was a comical affair. I could not for my life 


The BRor RE. You are deceived: you 1 


might 
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ight have even ſeen from thence, that other 
duilding which I pointed out ſoon after, that 
mean at Kew, called the pagoda: the pagoda _ 
s much farther off. Were we not more than 
orty minutes in our chaiſe before we reached 
t, though we went ſo faſt ?* !: 45 
CVYPRTIAN. We were; and yet, the fault, 
r, is not mine. One cannot judge of diſ- 
ances exactly, when one looks at objects ſo far 
pf: but I can take upon me to affure you, that 
he hill, wood, folly, and gazebo, ſeemed at 
qual diſtancas from Dulwich, I particularly 
noticed that. | 

The BROTHER. Indeed! — well, faſter, as 
ou ſay you can diſcern from hence thoſe places, 
ou mult ſettle this affair between us. How 
wr fo you reckon it from Dulwich to the 
The Lapy, Scarce two miles. 

The BROTHER. And to the hill? 

The Lapy. Full three. - 

The BROTHER. And to the wood? 
ETHELINDA. That I can tell you. Nor- 
Food is no more than half a mile from Dul- 
rich. I walked twice on foot from one to 
„ e 

The BROTHER. And, once more — to the 


a 7 
fell The LAbv. Full four miles. 
ed The BNROr HER. Can Dulwich, then, be in 
| he middle of thefe places, Cyprian, which are 


11 ſo differently diſtanced ? No ſuch thing. 
- a | Why 
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Why may not the deception, then, be juſt the 
ſame, way port what we ſee above us ? 

Cyenrian, I give up; for, if my ſight, at ſuch 
a trifling diſtance, has deceived me, it may well 
do ſo, when I conſider objects farther off: but 
that we are not in the middle point of this vaſt 
arch draun round us, Iam unconvinced. I could 
lay any wager, there are not two inches more 
on one ſide than the other. 

The BROTHER. Let us think a little of that, | 
too. Before we went to dinner, I believe you 
recollect we paid our viſit to the Rector? 

CyrrIANe Yes, yes, that I do, 

The BrxoTHER. And the extended proſpec 
from his turret ? We went up: and what did 
you obſerve ? 

CVYRIAN. I wondered, in the firſt place, 
he ſhould live at ſuch a diſtance from his church, 
for I could ſee no farther, It was full as dil- 
tant from us as the terrace where at preſent we 
are ſitting. 

The BROTHER. What, is not the proſpect 
more extenſive than that comes to? 

CyrRIian. No, indeed. The terrace ang 
the church were at the horizon when I obferv- 
ed them from the Rector's turret”; as the turret 
ſeemed from hence, on our return, for I. ob- 
{erved that too. 

The Bzaorusr. And, if the horizon had 
been extended round you, would the turret, 
then, have been exactly in the middle? 

CYPRIAN. Yes, OT. fir. - 


Bs « | 


J 
t 


\ 


The BROTHRR. You could not, then, be 


in the middle here: a circle never has two 


centers. 


CyrRIAN. As 1 take it, this, fr, muſt have 
been the reaſon ; that we are not very diſtant 
from the church? FE 


The BROTHER. We are, at leaft, two hun- 
dred yards. 3 8 
CxrRIAN. But thoſe two hundred yards 
are nothiug, with reſpect to that great diſtance 
which the objects we ſtood looking at, were 
from us. | | 
The BROTHER. So that when, as in the 
morning, from two different points we think we 
ſee ſuch objects as are very diſtant from us, at 
the ſelf ſame point of view, the interval that 
feparates thoſe points of view, ſhould be con- 
fidered very lle. Tis as if thoſe ſame two 
points of view were only one. Am I not xight, 
my little man? ä 1 

CyPRIAN. Quite ſo. You have exactly 
hit my meaning: and J cannot but be pleafed 
with your ſurpriſing comprehenſion. 

The BROTHER. Well, that obſervation will 
encourage me to go a little farther. You have 


frequently been teld, as well as Ethelinda, that ; 
the Earth goes round the Sun. Look: I will 


trace her orbit here upon the ground. (He 


marks a circle out upon the gravel) There. 
Tis what they call an oval or ellipſis. I will 


lay my hat down in the middle point, to repre- 
ent the Sun. bs | 
| „ E 2 CVYPRIAN. 
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rraiAx. A fine Sun, truly Se a lit- 
tle, (He /ets of Ne f. n towards the 
boufe. Þ | 
Tue Brxornex, Well, what now.? * 
CxrRIAN (at a Tiftance.) I will be back 
again this moment. 
_ ETHELINDA. .. What does * deſign to & A 
The BROTHER. That we ſhall ſee. - | 
 CyPRIAN. (coming. back.. almoſt. 3 
attended by a ſervant, with @ lantern. 1 . 
I have hardly made you wait. Pray, . 
John, (io the ſervant) put down the lantern 
here : —here, where the hat is. Good! And, 
now I think my Sun is to the full as good-as 
yours, papa. Your Sun was ſo uncomfortable, 
that a body would have certainly catched cold 
with barely looking at it. There (giving bim 
bis hat) be covered, dear papa, for fear you 
mould catch cold yourſelf. 
The Brorthex. Thank f vou, Cyprian. 
You have brought us ſomething for a Sun 
which will . do likewiſe for . pur 
Stay there, my good John, a little. Ethelinda, 
and you Cyprian, will you undertake a jour- 
ney round the Sun, that you may not miſtake 
your orbit. (They walk round the lantern.) 
Very well: and now, John, take the lantern 
and run with it to the farther end of this lon 
walk. When you are there, ſtop. ſhort; 
hold it up. . 8 
1 Laas (going doxon the walk. Ves, fir. 
 ETHELINDA. What mean you, uncle? 


4 


* 
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The BRornER. You ſhall ſee; Has John 5 


attained his poſt? 


CyPRIAN. Yes, there he is, and holding 


up the lantern. Oh, how little it appears, at 


uch a trifling diſtance ! 


i oy 


The BROTHER. I am quite rejoiced at ſuch 
an obſervation. Come, ſtand here, exactly in 


CvrxlAx. Yes, yes; but we have loft our 


Zun. | 
The BROTHER. No matter. Think it ſet for 
never but by night do we obſerve the ſtars. 


The lantern may be one. Look at it firſt; and 
carefully conſider both its ſize and diſtance. 


CYPRIAN. I have carefully confidered both, 


papa. 7 | : 
The BROTHER. Well, then; walk forward 


. 


flowly in the circle I have traced, to repreſent 


the orbit; and attentively conſider, as you 
move, the lantern, which, as you remember, 
repreſents a ſtar. There, ſtop; and tell me, 
if you think the ſtar is bigger, or ſeems 
nearer. 30 ES 
CyrRIAN. Neither. Et | 
The BROTHER. Go, then, farther, till 


pyou get to that point of the orbit oppoſite tbe 
place you firſt ſet out from. You are at it 


now. So, ſtop.— And, now, what ſay you to 


the ſtar? 


CyrRIAN, It ſeems no larger yet, nor 


nearer. - 
p 11 E ; The 
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The BroTHEr. Neither, one nor- t'other, 
though you have yourſelf gone towards it? 
 CypRIAN. Truly a great matter! Tis 
two hundred feet, or upwards, off; and I have, 
in the interim, approached it only by the width 
of this ſmall circle, which is not above fix feet. 
The BROTHER. So they are almoſt nothing, 


vou acknowledge, in proportion to the diſtance, 


of the lantern; and no doubt that would aj 
pear much leſs, ſhould we femöve the light 
ſtill farther? a whole mile, for inſtance ſake; 
or till it ſeemed no larger than a ſpark? 
CvrRIAN. In that caſe, the whole. orbit 
would be nothing but a point ſcarce viſible. 80 


let us draw a larger orbit, if you plegie: 


The BROTHER. With all my heart. I will 
ſuppoſe a.circle upwards of two, hundred mil- 
lion miles acroſs, which is about the width our 
real orbit has; and, in imagination, let you 
have a ſtar by way of ſubſtitution for the lanterns. 
ErnkELIN DA. That will be the thing. 

' CyeRIaAN,' Yes, yes; that certainly is fay- 


ing ſomething ; ſo let's fee. 


The BROTHER. Stay, ſtay a little; ati 
draw back. I recolle&t that when you ſaid. my 


 underfanding peoſed you, 1 remarked that when 
nc 


from two di or different points, we ſee 
far diſtant objects always keep the ſelf ſame 
diſtance, we thould think the interval that parts 
them very little, and that therefore the two 


points are to be igoked upon as only one. 


— A? 
* 


* 
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». off 


might ſeem no bigger than a 2 


m3 __ HEAVENS. 1 a - 
\ Cvpran.. Yes, ſo you did; and Ly remems 


ber it extremely well. 


The BROTHER. For et not you, on 1 your 
part, What you ſaid juſt now, concerning the 
whole orbit traced here on the gravel; that it 
would be nothing but a point ſcarce viſible, 
ſhould we compare it with the diſtance our 
fictitious ſtar muſt be removed to, ſo chat it 


RIAN. Yes, I remem r that too, and 
will not retract it. 

The BxoTHER, We are well aſſured by 
demonſtration, that the orbit of the earth has a 
diameter or width of nearly, as I ſaid before, two 
hundred million miles. The earth, then, ſees 
a ſtar, two hundred million miles, or much 
about that diſtance, nearer at one end, than at 
the other of his orbit. 

CyrrTan. . Yes, I underſtand. 

The BrxotTuzr. Well, Cyprian; if, Sink 
two ſuch different points, and notwithſtanding 
its ſcarce credible approach in one of them, 
the earth, or rather its inhabitants, obſerve 
the ſtar keeps always at one diſtance from them, 


and if, notwithftanding the enormous bigneſs of 


that ſtar, which 'I will prove entirely to your 
ſatis faction very ſoon, it ſeems at no time bigger 
than a ſpark —in that caſe, Cyprian, the two 
points exactly facing one another of the orbits, 
then muſt be conceived 3s making only one; 
and that, in ſpite of che amazing interval be- 
tween Wert hams, what ome. is more; the 

| -i I» 
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orbit will become a point ſcarce viſible, if w: 
contraſt it with that ſpace the ſtar will be at all 
times diſtant from us. e e 
ErhkLIN DA. There. What now 1s your 
reply %o h „„ 
The BROTHER. But if this orbit is no big- 
than a point, when we contraſt it with the ſtar's 
prodigious diſtance, what then in proportion to 
the diſtance, will the earth appear, which 18 
itſelf no larger than a point, compared with the 
immenſe extenſion of its orbit. After this, 
will our proud planet fancy that the heavenly 
rch was only meant to round itſelf about her 
like a tent? that providence firſt ſtudded it with 
ſtars at equal diſtances, intending to provide 
her with a brilliant proſpect upon every fide ? 
and that herſelf is worthy to poſſeſs the middle 
point in that. vaſt univerſe, where ſhe is not 


perceived alone, and much leſs then reſpected? 1 
Cyprian. I am at a non plus, I confeſs, t 
Papa. Tis very mortifying, though. Pe 
The Lapy. For my part, I confeſs wha WP 
humbles me ſtill more, is this, that in preced 
2 


ing times 1 would have it that ou” 
planet could not but poſſeſs the center Þ ; 
The BxorkEx. That Pythagoras, whom if 5 
Gay makes mention of in his amuſing fables, 2 
firſt exploded ſuch a piece of falſe philoſophy ; : 
but Prolemy out argued him, and tis not yet 
three hundred years ago, when the opinion of 
Pythagoras again came into credit, owing to 
Copernicus. The teleſcope invented fr by 

DR ©. | Galileo, 


n e „ . Pr oo Res 


* 


u 


Galileo, ſtrengthened the ideas of Copernicus, 


and the immortal Newton proved them. 
The LApVY. Heaven be praiſed! The Sun 


is then eſtabliſhed, now for ever at its eaſe, and 


in the middle of our ſyſtem! ſo that I may 
now eſtabliſh my reform with perfect ſafety.  _ 
The BRoTHER, Yourreform ? How, ſiſter, 


have you any other ſyſtem to propoſe, then ? 


The Lapy. No, not that: for I am pleaſed 
with your arrangement, which I find analogous 
to the Almighty's wiſdom : but I cannot, as I 
think, but have a grudge againſt that Phœbus, 
who has aided in ſo great a cheat, for ſeveral 
thouſand years, upon poor mortals. .  * 

The BROTHER. And what cheat? 

The Lapy. What cheat! in having made 


| the poets tell us he was uſed to feed his horſes 


with ambroſia, and went every night to bed 
in Thetis? lap: but it was Newton, was it, that 
by virtue of his demonſtratiogs utterly explod- 
ed the idea, that the Sun was not the prinei- 
pal and central object in the world. What re- 
compence does he not, therefore, merit from 
aſtronomy? Sung 3 | 
The BROTHER. I mentioned the Geor- 
gium Sidus, if you recollect, juſt now. This is 
4 planet ſome few years ago diſcovered ; and 
fo called in honour of the king; tho? foreign- 
ers, in compliment to = diſcoverer, call it 
HzxschELl. Newton, therefore, merits that 
the Sun ſhould henceforth be called Nzw- 
rox. . 2 
| | CVyPRIAN 
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CV RIAN. Oh, papa, when ſhall I read 
his works? „ on tak 
The Lapy., How you delight me, brother, 
by this zeal you cheriſh for his glory!  } 
. The BROTHER. I ſhould be rejoiced, could 
I deſcribe my feelings on ſurveying the fine 
ſtatue of this great philoſopher, at Cambridge, 
when I viſited that univertity, laſt year. The 
famous Roubilliac has - repreſented him up- 
right, and in the attitude of looking at the 
Sun, while in his hand there is a priſm, which 
he ſhows that luminary, and is juſt about. to de- 
compoſe or ſeparate its rays, While I was 
viewing this delightful ſtatue, I was led in- 
ſtinctively, if I may ſay fo, to exalt my thoughts 
as high as that ſurpriſing pitch, to which his 
faculties have carried human knowledge; and, 
methought I heard the voice of human nature 
thus addreſs him: ſince mankind firſt ſtudied my 
unfailing laws, they conſtantly mifunderſtood 
them. Go, and with thy powers renew aſtro- 
nomy, extend geometry, and build up phyſics, 
Thou ſhalt tell mankind what is the vaſt exten- 
ſion of the univerſe, and the fimplicity of that 
unerring order which directs it. Thou fhalt 
weigh the maſs of thoſe vaſt bodies T have 
faſhioned in it. Thou ſhalt ſhow their form, 
thou ſhalt determine their reſpective volumes, 
thou ſhalt meaſure their ſtupendous diſtances ; 
thou fhalt ſubject to laboured calculations; not 
their equal only, but unequal motions = 
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In the center of them, thou ſhalt fix the Suns - 


Thou ſhalt, diſcover by what power he regu- 
jates their orbits, and 9 light and life 
through the creation. To reward thy ſoaring 
ardour, I will 22 thee as a new diſcovered 
ſtar, amid. thoſe towering. geniuſes that ſhall 
ſucceed thee. While thy great example ani- 


mates their ſeveral reſearches, thou ſhalt force 
their genius to pay homage, as it were, to 


thine, and they ſhall circulate reſpectively 
about thee, to receive new lights. If any 
would depart from their obeiſance, then, like 
thoſe rebellious comets that conceiving they 
can rid themſelves. of the controul and empire 
of the ſun, wirhdraw for ages into utter dark- 
neſs, but at length are forced, when they have 
ended their long journey, to come back, and, as 


it were, acknowledge their allegiance, by con- 


feſſing tis the Sun whoſe power attracts them, 


they ſhall in like manner be compelled to abdi- 


cate their errors, and adore thy inſpirations: 
They ſhall have no other than a tranſitory 


light in ſome few points of their contracted | 
orbits, fince whenever thou art named, they 


ſhall be loſt in thy immortal ſplendour. 
Here, the ſervant came to tell his lady ſup- 


* 


per was on table, Ethelinda and young Cy. 


prian would have wiſhed the ſupper time had 


been put off, that they might ſtill have heard 
a lecture ſo amuſing; and to end their impor- 
tunity, was Mr. * , (the Lady's brother) ab- 


ſoluttly 
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52 GOD'S 
ſolutely forced to promiſe they ſhould come 


the converfation. | 


. 
Ss 


/ 


Le 


GLORY 


* 


again upon the terrace after ſupper, and renew 


« * 


CONVERSATION. II. 
DURING ſupper, Mr. * *, and his ſiſter's 


converſation was extremely lively. They were 
pleaſed with the idea of that underſtandin 
their reſpective children had evinced, and wit 
the zeal they manifeſted to get knowledge. 


By repeated winks and nods to one another, 


they remarked how eagerly both Cyprian and 
his coufin ſwallowed down their meal in ſilence, 
ſo that they might haſten the expected moment 
of proceeding to the terrace, and enjoying the 
continuance of their promiſed converſation, 
Our renowned philoſophers, by this time, had 


| diſpatched their buſineſs, and impatient to be 


gone, were cither_twiſting and untwiſting the 
poor table cloth, or fidgeting upon their chairs. 
Tis not impoſſible, but that my Lady, With 


her brother, were delighted with this enter: 


taining ſcene, and purpoſely prolonged it. But 
be that the cafe or no, that Ethelinda might 


not loſe a moment, ſhe brought up the men- 


tion of her couſin's diſappointment, , when he 
found he was not of ſufficient conſequence, as 
| he 


— 
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he had previouſly imagined, to be gazed at by 
the ftars. He bore the banters put upon 
him, with the greateſt poſſible good humour, 
till he ſaw his aunt and father, that he watched, 
had finiſhed their repaſt. When, all at once, 
he turned towards Ethelinda, and began as fol- 
lows, with a voice by no means loud, indeed, 
but ſuch as could not but be heard by every one 
at table. 1 . N 
Couſin, I was reading, very lately, in a book 
of anecdotes, a ſtory which I do not doubt bur 
my papa, as well as your mama, have heard, 
though very poffibly not you; and, therefore, 
I will tel} you what it was. The impoſtor Ma- 
homet was minded, once upon a time, to let his 


foldiers ſee with what ſurpriſing power he could 


controul the courſe of nature; and, on that ac- 
count, propoſed to work a miracle before them. 
This was nothing leſs than ordering a certain 
mountain to come to him ; and accordingly he 
ſet about it: but the mountain, as no doubt you 
may imagine, would not come. Hey! what 
can this mean? ſaid the Impoſtor, quite good 
humoured, and in no ſort out of countenance. 
The mountain will not come though I com- 
mand it !—Well, then, my good friends, let us 
ourſelves go to the mountain. I have no more 
malice in my heart than Mahomet. The ſtars 
will not look at us. Let us go and look, then, 


— . : 


at the ſtars, dear couſin. | 
Cyprian, upon this, got up from table, and 
its. 


y had attained the door conducting to the 
11 F | garden; 
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garden, leaving Ethelinda abſolutely diſcon- 
certed at this ſally of her lively couſin. Mr. 
* , and her Ladyſhip both ſmiled at Cyprian's 
cunning, and, with Ethelinda, followed him. 
The night was inexpreflibly ſerene. No 
cloud obſcured the heavens; and the moon, 
that had but juſt appeared above the horizon, 
by going down, permitted every ſtar, which her 
preceding brightneſs had obſcured, to put forth 
all its luſtre. Cyprian and his couſin, had, a hun- 
dred times before, admired the beauty and mag- 
niſicence of ſuch a fight; but now conſidered 
it with new delight. The brilliant ſtar, called 
Sirius, was the firſt attracting Cyprian's obſer- 
vation, and he wiſhed to know its name. When 
he was told it. Is that Sirius? Who could 
have imagined it? ſaid he. How bright it is! 
It ſeems much bigger than the reſt, 
ETHELINDA, It does fo; but I like its 
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brightneſs. | 155 
Wo The BROTHER. Perhaps it is not really of 
1 greater brilliancy or magnitude than any of 


tbe others: but it ſeems ſo, being nearer us 


than they. Were it no farther than the Sun, 

it would, no doubt, appear as large. But, 

: after all, its viſibility muſt be confeſſed a little 
wonderful, ſince tis at leaſt two hundred thous 

ſand times more diſtant from us than the ſun is. Ml © 
CyPRIAN. So much as two hundred thou- Wt * 

| ſand? and how, pray, was this found out? n 
The BROTHER. I muſt confeſs, that every 0 


thing aſtronomers have done to eſtimate the 
| k magm- 


? 
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magnitude of any ſtar, which only would af- 
ford us an idea of its diſtance, has been uſeleſs. 
But this circumſtance evinces a prodigious 
diſtance, ſince the ſame aſtronomers have aſcer- 
tained exactly at what diſtance all the planets, - 
with their moons are fituated; and amongſt 
them, Jupiter :—that planet yonder, | 

CyrrIAN. Is that Jupiter? And, 75 in 
my idea, Sirius ſeems much bigger. If aſtro- 
nomers have found out means to meaſure Ju- 
piter, how happens it they cannot meaſure Si- 
rius too? „ 

The BROTHER. Before I anſwer you that 
queſtion, look up yonder, where you ſee a 
candle burning 1n the ſtudy window. Do you 
not obſerve about the flame, a ſort of hight 
that very much enlarges what the wick affords ? 
* ſervant, that, I think, I can diſcern, is fitting 

Y it. „ 1 1 

CYPRIAN, Yes, papa. 5 

ETrHELINDA. And, ſo do I. Tis in a man- 
ner like the ſun, that ſeems enlarged by all the 
radiation, as 1 think they call it, round him. 

The BROTHER, Well, then, I muſt tell 
you that the ſtars, as they are luminous them 
ſelves, juſt like the Sun, or any candle, have 
that radiation likewiſe, which occaſions their 
appearing larger than they actually are; ſo 
much ſo, that their magnitude, as ſome pretend 
to tell us, is augmented upwards of nine hun- 
dred times thereby. 5 | 
 Cyegian. Oh, ho. - | 
11 F 2 The 
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ſpecting Jupiter. 


ſon? Can you tell me, Cy prian ? 


ſuch bodies as are luminous themſelves. | 
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makes him look fo little, ſtill aſtronomers have 
inſtruments to aſcertain his ſize with great ex- 
actneſs, But the ſtars, with their irradiation, 
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The BroTtHER. Now, tell me; when the 
Moon is at the full, and conſequently has 
moſt i, have you noticed any, radiation 
round her body ? \ 

ETHELIN DA. Never, uncle; for her ſur- 
face is contained within a perfect line, drawn 
round about. 

Cyyrian, One may diſcern the fame; re- 


The BROrHER. And, what e can be the fa 


Cyerlan. I ſuppoſe that as the Moon i and 
Jupiter have nothing but a borrowed. light, it 
cannot have the agitation, which is noted in 


The BrxoTHER, Wonderfully well con- 
cluded! Thus, the planet Jupiter ſeems nevet 
bigger "than he is, and though his diſtance 


were it for no other cauſe, deceive us. 
CYPRIAN, Might not that irradiation be 
removed? Their real fize would then be come 


at, I imagine, eaſily? 


The-BroTuer, It might ſo: and the telef. 
cope aſſiſts us in this very matter, by uniting 


and concentring in one point their rays : but, 
then, this point is ſo extremely little! And, be-! 


lides, the better be our teleſcope, the more this 
point, I have already mentioned, by becoming, 
as of courſe muſt be the caſe, more luminous, 

becomes 
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becomes till leſs. You underſtand me, Ethe- 
linda: ſo that it affords no ſurface to be mea- 
ſured. . 3 85 55 

EruzLINDA. Clearly, uncle. 


The LA Dp Y. But, how comes it, that at 
leaſt aſtronomers have been enabled to eſtabliſh 


0 


N -— 


n 

a4 compariſon of diſtances between the ſtars, 
3 whoſe ſize they cannot gueſs at, and the Sun? 

The BROTHER. Their method to determine 

a- this, you will acknowledge, admirable for 

its ingenuity» The bulk and diſtance of the 

d Sun are known to great exactitude, by rules 

it which I will very ſoon demonſttate to you; and 

in aſtronomers have calculated, after many trials, 


to what diſtance farther off they ſhould remove 
n- the Sun, if they would have it dwindle to the 
er ſize of Sirius, The effects of theſe repeated 
ee trials was a certainty of that prodigious inter- 
ve WW val between the Earth and Sirius, which is, 
x- Wl notwithſtanding, nearer to the Earth, than any 
n, other ſtar, They have ſuppoſed this interval 
much greater than, their calculations have de- 
be Wl termined it; becauſe tis doubtful whether the 
ne Wl belt teleſcope that any artiſt ever made, can 
| totally remove the irradiation of a ſtar; and 
eſ - ſhow it of that real ſize its diſtance ought. to 
ng make it. 8 a ed 
ut, Cryniaxn. Oh, then, ſince the ſtars are ſo 
be- immenſely diſtant, I can eaſily imagine they 
his BY are real funs, If they had nothing but a 
ag, borrowed light, would it find means to 
us, | 11 3 1 reach 
nes ; 
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reach us, and appear ſo brilliant, after having 
travelled fo immenſely faa?C/ © -: 
The BROTHER. A very proper obfervation, 
Cyprian. It has been demonſtrated that one 
may * diminiſh many thouſand times the 
exceſſive luſtre of a ſtar, by throwing it, if I may 
ay ſo, farther from us; and yet after all, that 
Kar ſhould have at leaſt more light than would 
be ſeen upon a ſheet of paper, if we held it up 
by moonlight. A ET» 
Cyprian. Then the cauſe why other ftars 
ſeem leſs than Sirius, is, that they are farther. 
from us. 1 e 
The BROTHER. Poſlibly there may be ſtars, 
as far from Sirius in the heavens, as Sirius is 
from us? F 
CxrRTAN. Prodigious! 1 
ErnETLIN DA. They appear however placed 
eloſe by each other. There are ſome too, one 
would fancy double, looking at them. 7 
The BROTHER. I may anſwer both of yon 
at once by an example quite familiar, as T think 
you will acknowledge. You muſt certainly re- 
member in St. George's Fields, how many lamps 
there are: you know they are all placed at equal 
diſtances from one another, and have equal 
wWicks. Ba 
Cyyrran. Yes, both.” |, 1 
The BxoTHER. Well then, you recollect WM 
laſt year when you were ſtanding at the obe- 


diſque, and looking towards Blackfriars Brie 
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the neareſt lamps ſcemed brighter than the 


others that were farther off. | 
CyPRIAN. I recollect they did. | 
The BROTHER. And you too, Ethelinda, 
though you never made this obſervation on the 
ſpot, yet as you are not unacquarnred with the 
fituation, muſt allow me, that the lamps upon 
the bridge, to an obſerver at the obeliſque, would 
ſeem much cloſer to each other, than the reſt on 
either fide the road. | 
ETHELINDA. No doubt they would appear 


all huddled cloſe together: and I ſee now, 
uncle, you are in the right. Theſe lamps ſuit 


marvelouſly with the great and little ſtars. I 
underſtand now, clearly, that ſome ſtars may be 


behind, and very diſtant from each other, and 


yet ſeem, as we obſerve them, in the ſelf - ſame 


line, but greater and more bright; or leſs and 


duller ſome than others. Do you underſtand 
this, couſin . . r 
CVTRIAN. Do I underſtand it! Oh, dont 
you be vain of your exceſſive underſtanding ; 
tor I too. have a compariſon that, boaſting out 
of queſtion, is worth twenty millions ſuch as 
my papa has thought of. „„ 
ETHELINDA. Very modeſt, truly! | 


CVTRIAN. Certainly, fince it may ſerve for 


all the world, while my papa's will only ſerve 
the turn of ſuch as live.in Surry, And indeed, 
on that account, I have not ſought for this com- 
parifon on Earth. | 2 7 


ErnkLINDbA, No, na; that would be much 
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too mean for ſuch a ſoaring mind as yours. Buy 
let us notwithſtanding have this heavenly matter 
of compariſon, as you inſinuate you would have 

at called. „ 

CyrPRIAN. I am at preſent thinking how 1 
may reduce it to a level with your underſtand- 
Ing.—Thole four ſtars we ſee about the planet 
Jupiter, who would ſuppoſe but that they were 
as diſtant from, or elſe as near us, as himſelf is? 
Tt the moon were to appear on this fide of the 
heavens, who would imagine but that Jupiter 
were to the full as nich vs as ſhe is; and if 
clouds obſcured her,, who would not conceive 
but that the moon were no more diſtant trom us 
than the clouds? The clouds, the moon, the 
planet, aud the ſtars, would conſequently ſeem 
all equidiſtant from us. Now, my dear, good 
couſin, do you know there muſt be a great di- 
ference in their diſtances ? | | 
ETHELIN DA. Yes, couſin, do I: ard fo 
well as to be qualified to teach you that the 
greateſt clouds would not appear at ſuch a dil- 
tance as the moon 1s 8 - that the moon 
would be inviſible, were ſhe removed as far as 
Jupiter is from us; and that Jupiter would 

vaniſh at the diſtance of the ſtars. 
The BROTHER. Admirable! This con: 
tentention pleaſes me: and your laſt words, 
dear couſin, fortunately bring me back to 
what we were this moment talking of, as you re- 
member; namely, that the ſtars muſt ſhine by 
virtue of a light within themſelves, and _ 
| 3 


1 
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* ght muſt likewiſe be exceedingly intenſe to 
teach us, being, as the ſtars are that impart this 
le, at ſuch a diſtance; hieb, if Jupiter 


could be removed to, he would loſe the power a 


thouſand times ſucceſſively of being viſible. | 

Cyrnias, Yes, yes: I ſee the matter clearly 
now. It is not to be. doubted, I mult oun, but 
that che ſtars are real ſuns, 

The BROTHER. No, certainly: but then, 
do you imagine that theſe ſuns were furniſhed 
purpoſely to benefit the Earth ? 

ETHELINDA. What benefit could they pro- 
cure us ? . Were: we to rely on them for ripen- 
ing all the fruit we have, we might in that caſe 
ſay, Good bye for ever, apples. We — have 
no cyder. 

CVERIAN. Tis weir light alone that can be 
ufeful to us; but not that, in any great de- 
gree; for after all, the moon, though ſhe be hid 
behind a cloud, affords us twenty times more 
light than all the ſtars together, 

"The BroTHeR, And beſides, you know 
hat there are ſtars diſcoverable only by the te- 
leſcope; and thoſe, at leaſt, are uſeleſs to us in 
the article of light. And therefore, if thoſe 
ſtars were made for our advantage, they would 
all, no doubt, have been diſpoſed of round the 
Ear th, and not much A from us than our 
Dun , 

CVPRIAN. Thank el dear papa. We 
have full ſuns enough in one. What has my 
little Ethelinda done, that ſhe would wiſh her 


lily | 
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lily countenance done over with a fine black 
varniſh, as it would be, were there half as many 
ſuns as ſhe imagines ? for the darkeſt negroe 
that was ever brought from Guinea, would be | 
only tawny when compared with what my poor 
dear couſin would become, 3 
ErRHELIN DA. And thoſe poor macaronies, 
like my little Cyprian, who in Summer have! 
their parafole to ward the Sun off, what ali 
large one they would be obliged to carry, ſo than 
it might keep on every fide the Sun-ſhine from" 
them! Fe 5 \ 
The BROTHER. But if all theſe ſuns, ate 
fuch a diſtance, cannot give us light and heat in 
any quantity; if being nearer to us, they wonld 
. only ſerve in your ideas, as you ſay, to blacken 
the complection of fair ladies, and exhauſt the 
tribe of macaronies, but in my more ſerious ap: 
prehenſions to conſume or burn the earth up in 
a moment; if (and let it not diſpleaſe a certain 
ſet of reaſoners) they were not created merely to 
exhilarate or pleaſe our eye, can they have poſ- 
ſibly been faſhioned for no purpoſe, and eſta: 
bliſhed in the heavens with ſuch magnificent 
profuſion ? 1 3 
' ETHELINDA, That perplexes me, deat 
uncle. | . LR 
CyyRIan. Let me think a little. (Aſier 4 
auſe,) I believe I have it.-Yes.—If our own 
fun was made to furniſh light and warmth to 
planets circling round him, then, upon a ſup: 
= „ 
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poſition that the ſtars are ſuns, they muſt have 
planets likewiſe to give light and warmth to. 
The BROTHER. - Spoke like a philoſopher! 
CyPRIAN (in @ bantering tone to Ethelinda, } 
here's for you! Do you hear that, couſin ? 
ETHELINDA. But you would not ſurely, 
vele, furniſh all theſe ſuns with planets ? 
The BROTHER. If there be but one among 
hem in particular defigned originally to have 
planets, then, to argue from what people call 
nalogys they cannot all in general but be fur- 
uthed with ſuch planets. „ 
CVPRIAN. Undoubtedly. What could we 
lo with thoſe that are not uſeful to us. It would 
de as if a pariſh ſhould put lamps up in a field 
r ſtreet, and ſuffer no one to paſs through it. 
ken ell then, let us have analogy by all means, 
the ſd no ſun without its planets, on condition, not- 
apr any that no planets ſhall be left with- 
in hut a lun. N . LI 7 
tan PROTHER, Dont let that trouble you. If 
y to he Almighty's wiſdom has not made a ſingle 
pol. In, without deſigning it to be of ſervice 
fall ETHELINDA.. Yes; I underſtand you, un- 
cent; in that caſe, his goodneſs cannot have or- 
iuncd a fingle planet for the want of ſuch a 
dear to be unhappy : that conſideration comforts - 
| E. 5 : « f . „ 
era Cvr RIAN. And me too, Ethelinda. I ſee 
own W'cry thing is admirably ſettled in the world. 
h to Par fun has planets that revolve about him, 
ſuphile they make their fatellitcs go all the while 
tion 2 | round 
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round them. Tf therefore my fried Sirius 
there fhould be a Sun, he likewiſe muſt have 
planets rolhug round him with their ſatellites, 
and there will not be a ſun but what muſt have 
the fame attendants likewiſe - | 
_ Erurzrinpa. I ſhall take care how I a 
you why we ſee theſe ſuns, without; perceiving 
any of their planets. I remember your remark 
about the lamp, and Mr, Foley's. 3 

CVRIAN. Your remembrance comes quite 


2 propos. And we are ; with thefe ame 
planets. If they are inviſible to us, we will not 
look at them. So, gentlemen, do what you 
pleaſe. Keep on your hats, with all my hearts; 
we will not do you ſo much honour as to pull of 
ours. SS | 
The BROorHER. Why, Cyprian, I could 
never have ſuppoſed you half fo ceremonious ! 
- ETHELINDA (with a bend.) Well then, they 
ſhall have my curtſey. | CI 
CyyRIAnN. Do you know what you are do- 
ing! Tis with them the compliment ſhould firſt 
begin, fo well have we arranged their little mat 
ters. 0 7 | 
The BROTHER. In reality, we have had ſi 
much prudence as beforehand to deſire our 
ſelves, that all theſe ſuns, which ſeem ſo ne 
each other, notwithſtanding, are aſtoniſhly dil 
tant; for their worlds need elbow room, as pec 
ple ſay. Are you aware what ſpace is neceflar 
for the motions of a planetary world? | 


Z 
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CYPRIAN» That we may Judge of. by aur 
own, | 

The Broruun, Our own, I med perl Dog. is 
the beſt object of compariſon ; but have you a2 
complete idea of its. vaſt ent and does it not 
affright you? , 

CVPRIAN. Does it not. affright me! Nn 
papa. Since you have let me know the won - 
derous diſtance of the ſtars, I ſhould not be 
averſe to go as far as to the very limits of the 
ſun's dominion, any more than the intrepid 
Cook would have refuſed to take a boat from n 
Weſtminſter to Pepper Alley, after failing round 
the world. 

The BRoTrRHER. 1 fancy Ethelinda would . 
have no great inclination to go with you? 

CVPRIAN. Oh; my dear, ſweet Coulin, .i is 
too great a lover of the Earth to travel in the 
heavens ſo far. 

ETHELINDA» As if I had nord that the 
Zeorgium Sidus is two thouſand millions miles, 
or near aboat that diſtance, from the Sun, It i 15 
indeed the fartheſt. 

CvexlAx. Oh, my dear, ſweet Miſs 88 
rium Sidus, if you think of ſetting up your . | 
ars there, as Mr. Hercules did formerly, on 
niſhing his travels, I. can ſhow you a fine range 
dt country, even after you have got to the . 
eorgium Sidus. | 
ETHELINDA, And bow, pray ? 

Cyexlan. How! Have not lagernd, Sa- 
urn both their ſatellites or moons, that light 

1 them 
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them as our Moon does us? but the Georginmm 
Sidus is much farther from the Sun. Tis there. 
fore likely he too has his ſallites, which we 
know nothing of, and more in number too than 
Jupiter or Saturn. And whenever the moſt diſ- 
tant of theſe ſatellites, in going round . the 
planet, gets behind him, is it not a great deal 
tarther from the Sun: and now, indeed, we 
muſt be owned at the extremity or limits of 
our world. | an | TRE 
The BxoTHER. Alas, poor fellow! I am 
grieved to damp your triumph; but as yet, 
you are a great way from the place you fancy. 
CVr RIAN. Really? and what pray can 
there be beyond the poſt I am advanced to? ³ 
The BROTHER. Other planets very likely; 
though not yet diſcovered. But, at preſent, let | 
us only ſpeak of what we know for certain. 
CYPRIAN., Yeh papa.” 2 | 
"The BROTHER. . your forgot thoſe 
Comets then, whoſe revolution round the Sun 
takes up fo many ages? The: 
CVPRIAN. Truly I had loſt all thoughts of 
them. | | | '\ 
The BrxoTurr. I will on a of 
1760, whoſe journey round the Sun employs 
85 abu five 1 nor that of 1680, 
and whoſe period, as they tell us, is about five 
hundred and ſeventy-five years. Let us only 
ſpeak of that, which, for the firſt time, was ob- 
ſerved at the beginning of the year 1264, which 
re-appeared in 1550, which is expected to return 
N 3 5 in 
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in 1848; and whoſe period is of courſe no.leſs 
than two hundred and ninety-two years. 
CY RIAN. A period in all conſcience: long 
enoughs.- | | | A, 
The Broturrn. From that part of the 
Comet's orbit, when tis nearſt to the Sun, let us 
ſuppoſe it ſetting out to make its revolution, in 
a period equal almoſt to three hundred years; 
and let us halve it: half for its 2 to the 
point of greateſt diſtance; and the other half 
tor its returning. So that it employs a century, 
that 18, one hundred years and very near 4 
» WW half, before it gains that portion of its orbit at 
the groom 7 from the unn. 


ARIAS a” - : = 4 2 
4 —— , phe ol 2 — 
ks Te * 22 7 8 * Ke 8 


* 
5 
: 
4 
| 
e 
f 


4 RIAN. Yes, that muſt be acknowledged 
very elcar indeed; when the Georgium Sidus 
takes up only ninety nr”; thereabouts, in 
i going round the Sun. T 


e difterence then is 
very great. | 


he Baoruzs. Yes, Cyprian, and much 
6 greater than at preſent you —— fancy; for the 
motion of a comet is not in the leaſt like any 
of planet's, in an oblong, or, as Geometers are 
uſed to call it, an ellipſis; very little different 
of from a 2 circle, which would always keep 
„ata nearly equal diſtance from the Sun, But every 
comet moves in an extremely long ellipſis, that 
augment its diſtance from the center every mo- 
ly ent, till it gets to that part of the orbit where 
4 it bends, and where the Sun compels it to return, 
cha co its center, by the other limb or fide of the 
ellipſis. But when fartheſt from the Sun, where, 
„ 11G 2 not- 
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[notwithſtanding it is ſubject to his power, it 
muſt be ſtill much farther from the ſun of any 
neighbouring ſyſtem ; for if. that were not the 
caſe, ſuch ſun would force it from its orbit to- 
"wards himſelf. At that prodigious diſtance, 
therefore, which our comet ddes not reach in 
leſs than one hundred and fifty years, it muſt 
ſtill leave behind it an immenſe void ſpace, to 
ſerve by way of frontier ground between the 
ſyſtem it depends upon, and that ſo bordering 
on it. Underſtand the ſame of every other 
world, and if you, can conceive what line will 
meaſure her imnennty. ĩ·˙w OT 
The Lapy. But, brother, do you really 
imagine they are each as big as ours. 
The BROTHER. Bethink yourſelf, dear ſiſ- 
ter, in this caſe, of your philoſophy. With 
what pretence to reaſon can a man perſuade 
himſelf, or try to do fo, that the extenſion of his 
planetary em is the greateſt in all nature, 
when, as he muſt certainly be conſcious, he 
himſelf inhabits ſuch a corner in it? This con- 
ceit, or rather pride, is ſingular enough. As 
long as he imagined all the heavenly bodies 
'made to wait on him, he was continually upon 
ſtudying to enlarge them : but at preſent, that 
aſtronomy : demonſtrates they were made for 
other uſes than his' ſervice, -he endegyours to 
diminiſh all he can their bulk. 
The Lavy.-: I can have nothing to alledge 
againſt your arguments; but this immenſity 
confounds me, and perhaps you are proceeding 
at 87, $ 8 : i f 10 
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to confound me farther, Is it known how many 
ſtars there are? e 
The BROTHER. Obſervers reckon full three 
thouſand in our hemiſphere, and upwards of ten 
thouſand in the other. „ 3 
The Lavy. Thirteen hundred ſuns! Great 
God! So many worlds about us! + bs 
The BROor HER. And the ſtars that hardly 
are diſcovergble through the teleſcope! To 
which, add thoſe that would be ſtill diſcovered, 
if the teleſcope were more improved. The 
thouſands likewiſe that make up thoſe little 
clouds you ſee, and which have had the name 
of nebulous beſtowed upon them, with the mil- 
lions even that are in the zzlkey way / I fancy 
your imagination may be loſt in ſuch a ſum. 
mary, On ſeeing any lofty mountain, we are 
ſeiz'd with wonder: our idea of the Earth's ex- 
tenſion makes us ſhudder, as it were: the Ocean 
and its depths affright us: and yet, after all, 
what is the globe itſelf, when we compare it 
with the Sun, no leſs than fourteen hundred 
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4 thouſand times as big ? And what is the extent 
s filled up even by that wonderous luminary, to 
3 the ſpace in which thoſe bodies ſwim which are 


n ſubjected to his power. But while he makes his 
it planets and their ſatellites with ſo much regu- 
r larity roll round about him, what would be 
0 your notions were you told that with a multi- 
tude of other ſuns, attended by their planets, 
re Wl juit as he is, he were carried round another bod 
11G 3 . 
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much more powerful than himſelf and they, all 
put together ? qe 


© The Lapy, Is it poſſible, dear brother, that 


our Sun, and thoie of all theſe worlds, ſhould 
be no more than planets, traverſing the heavens, 


Have you not cauſe to fancy, that your brain is 


3 


| hays ſucceſſiyely the benefit of light and heat in 


now the ſingle thing in motion? 
The BROoTHRR. And what, pray, will you 
reply, when I inform you, that this thought, 
firſt ſtarted by the learned Halley, who was wor- 
thy to precede the illuſtrious Newton, is be- 
come the prevalent opinion of the firſt aſtrono - 
mers now living? | EY 755 
The LAp v. But on what foundation do they 
come to ſuch a ſtrange concluſion? N 
The BROTHER. What they call the rotatory 
motion, which has been diſcovered in the ſun, 
would of itſelf alone have authorized them to 
make ſuch a ſtrange concluſion, as you call it. 


Nature has impreſſed this rotatory motion upon 


all thoſe bodies that are carried in an orbit round 
ſome other, greater than themſelves. The fa- 
tellites, by virtue of this motion, circulate about 
their planets, as the planets do about their ſuns. 
For ever uniform and conſtant in her various 
motions, can we poſſibly imagine, nature has be- 
ſtowed this motion on the Sun that it may oc- 
cupy, at all times, the ſame fituation in the 
heavens ? The planets all, without exception, 
turn upon their axes in the progreſs they are al- 
ways making round the Sun; that they may 


all 
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all their parts. New, fince he likewiſe turns 
upon his axis, muſt he not be thought to do ſo 


in his progreſs round ſome greater body. 


The LAp Y. Theſe conjectures ſeem fo na- 
tural, and of ſuch great importance too, that I 
could wiſh they were but ſtrengthened by ſome 


obſervation. 


The BROTHER. That, too, you may have. 
There are, already, three among the greateſt 
ſtars, Sirius, Arcturus, and Aldebaran, whoſe 
motions are completely aſcertained. It is quite 


. certain that Arcturus every year advances two 


hundred and feventy million miles and up- 


| wards, towards the ſouth : at the prodigious 


diſtance of this ſtar, which, notwithſtanding, is 


ſo near us, this great change of place 1s ſcarce 


diſcernible. in many years. Judge, therefore, if 
the other ſtars, ſince they are infinitely farther, 


may not have as great a motion, and that mo- 


tion hardly be diſcernible, even after many 
ages ſpent in making obſervations ? _ 

The Lapy. Since the motion of theſe ſtars 
ſo great, and therewithal ſo near us, is eſta- 
bliſhed, I have nothing to reply, upon this 
ſubject. I can even comprehend without much 
difficulty, after what you have been ſaying, 
that the leaſt may move in circles, and their 
change of place not prove perceptible for many 
ages; as their diſtance is ſo inconceivable : bur, 
is it not ſufficient for you, that ſome ſtars ſhould... 
be thus carried up and down in orbits, whoſe 
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extent the imagination cannot reach to? Will 
you trouble and difturb the reſt? 

The BrxoTHEr. Undoubtedly I will ; fance 
not to do fa, would, in my idea, be a greater 
inſult on the regularity of nature. You have 
ſeen God's wiſdom in his works already, and 
been forced to own that if the ſtars are ſuns, as 
ours is, and if only one among them has a pla- 
netary world to govern, all the reſt muſt. have 


the ſelf-ſame function. Would you not ima- 
gine ſomething of an inconſiſtency in nature, 


were it certain that ſome ſtars have motion, 
while all others that agree with thoſe ſame 
ſtars in point of deſtination, ſhould be void of 
motion? Take care! then, dear fiſter: the re- 
poſe you would attribute to theſe laſt, would 
end in their deſtruction. 5 
The LADY. You alarm me, brother! 
The BROTHER. In the midſt of all theſe 
ſuns, thus totally at reſt, let us ſuppoſe but one 
in motion. Like a conqueror, that traverſes 
his own dominions, without doing miſchief; 
but, not ſo, when going farther to lay waſte the 
region next him; ſo, too, would this Sun ef- 
fect his progreſs, peaceably at firſt, But, on 


the limits of that neighbouring world he firſt 


falls in with, ſee him draw into his flaming 

vortex, all the planets of that ſyſtem, while, 

advancing in the order of his courſe till far- 

ther, he proceeds to ſwallow up that ſun too, 

fixed in his immoveable dominion ; which be- 

fore he had deprived of all its planets, F * 
| t 
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that moment, the juſt equilibrium of the 
whole machine is abſolutely loſt. How ſhall 
rchoſe ſyſtems that till now, by virtue of an 
equal power reſiding in them, balanced one 
| WH another—how ſhall they be able to refiſt this 
violent uſurper, ſtrengthened with the ſpoils of 
-a whole world, and going forward with increafe 
© ed impetuoſity. Reſembling ſome vaſt furnace 
- WM that attracts light ſtraw, he ſees thoſe worlds 
„that border on his orbit ruſh ſucceſſively into 
„the torrent of his flames. He goes from one 
e Wl deſtruction to another, till the univerſe is all in 
of Wl flames. - | OL, Oy 
e- The LADY. For heaven's ſake, brother, 
d make what haſte you can, and let theſe ſuns, 
in future, have their motion, which my folly 
would have fain denied them; and particu- 
larly do not ſpare for motion in our Sun. Let 
him, by all means, ſhun the terrible diſaſter I 
would have expoſed him to, I tremble now, 
leſt he ſhould be retarded in his paſſage by too 
great a number of attendants” 4 | 

The BROTHER. Oh, dont be alarmed, dear 
ſiſter; for his ſtrength is in proportion to the maſs 
ot all thoſe bodies he conſtrains to eirele round 
him. Yes; the Earth, as large as ſixty times 
our Moon, compels her to attend him; Saturn 
keeps his ring and fatellites about him; as does 
Jupiter. If theſe three planets by their maſs 
of matter, force their ſecondary planets to go 
round them, while themſelves go round the 
Sun, the Sun, whoſe maſs is greater than the 


may 
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maſs of all its comets, planets, and their ſatel- 
lites together, will aſſuredly be always maſter 
of ſuch mrans as muſt compel them to keep 
going round him; while on his fide, he goes 
round ſome other Sun, whoſe influence is ſuf- 
ficient to controul him. 1 axe pen _h | 
The Labv. Thus, then, may the/waſter of M 
fo many flaves ſubjected to him, be in turn 4 
, B 
The BxoTHER. Whatever motion you af- 
fign him, it muſt unavoidably be carried on ; 
about a larger body, which will be the center of if 
his orbit, juſt as he is that of every object de-. 
. by thoſe planets that are ſubject to f. 
nim. | | (Ea Np] 
The Lapy, What! for every Sun, would e; 
vou imagine a ſuperior body; ſo that round 
about that body, he ſhould make his revolu- 
tion? ERC 
The Bxornzx. Nature, in her means hat 
more reſources thau we think for, Many 2 
nets with their ſatellites, go round one Sun, 
which keeps them in their orbits: many Suns, 
together with their planets, may be eaſily ſup- 
poſed to circle round a greater body ; and ti 
not unlikely, but that many of theſe greater 
bodies may go round another body, ſtill much 
greater. This gradation of ſuperior bodies thus 
increaſing in their volume, but decreaſing all 
the while in number, finally muſt terminate ind 
that one body, which poſſeſſes the true center 
of the univerſe, and where, no vn th 
| > h throne 
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. throne of the Erzzxar is, who, with a ſingle 
er look can comprehend his whole vaſt work. 
1 The Lapyv. But, how can any one conceive 
es I this wonderful gradation, thus made up of bo- 
dies riſing in reſpect of magnitude, the one 
above the other; and of which, the Sun, with 
its enormous volume, is no other than a middle 
term? | " Þ 

The BnoTHurtr, But, has not your imagina- 
tion, ſiſter, made already a much greater effort, 
if you recollect, in rifing to the vaſt dimen- 
ſons of the Sun, whoſe magnitude is aſcertain- 
ed to demonſtration, now? This ſtar, by 
former ages looked on as inferior to the Moon 
in point of fize, and leſs a great deal than the 
earth, contains the maſs of fourteen thouſand 
globes ſuch as the Earth is, and of ninety mil- 
lions, like the Moon. Can there be any ſeale 
Not magnitude now able to bewilder you? If 
Jai Mcvery error men correct in their ideas, leads to 
pla- greater knowledge; and if every weakneſs he 
un ciſcovers in his organs, tends to the improve- 
ins, ment of his genius, why ſhould he be frighted 
at the thought of giving, every day, a nobler 
ſpring to his improving faculties ? Before the 
microſcope was known, you muſt have heard 
he bounded the whole ſcale of animated nature, 
to that inſet which appeared the leaft of 
thoſe, his eye-fight could diſcover: and, at 
preſent what a hoſt of creatures does he not per- 
ceive beneath that inſet ! Take a fingle drop of 
vater properly prepared beforehand ; wx 

28 | - 


5 _. GOD'S GLORY 


think it perfectly tranſparent; but the micro- r 
ſcope will ſhew him in it a vaſt ocean peopled Il 1 
with large whales. A particle of mothered fruit IM 
will have a poſley if inhabitants. He ſees. af 
multitude of little creatures, which he could Un 
not have ſuppoſed had being, feed on others leſs 2 
than they are: he beholds them furniſhed with Ip 
all neceſſary organs, and continually teeming; Nei 
with abundant population. Struck with won- i of 
der at this ſight, let him take up the teleſcope; Nec 
and, for the firſt time, he will ſee, — nc 
ſcattered through the heavens,' a multitude of fo 
ſtars, which, with his naked eye, he coulp rot Nu 
reach to; and, if then he takes a better Wii 
ſcop, he will diſcover more. On which ſide, Wan 
therefore, if the caſe be ſo, will he preſume to li- Nou 
mit the creation. If we grant that time is to 
be followed, in the end, by an eternity, why 
ſhould not ſpace and matter likewiſe be un- 
bounded ? Is the one leſs worthy of the A. 
mighty's glory than the other; Thoſe long 
ages that our calculations may extend, -to, 
are, perhaps, to the duration of eternity, no 
_ than what the ſpaces taken up by thoſe 
10umerable multitude of ſuns we can behold 
are to the vaſt extenſion of infinitude. . 
The LADY. Oh, brother! what ſublime 
idea do you not excite within me, of God's 
, ond | 8 
The. BROTHER. His power, indeed! for 
hitherto 1 have but given you inſtances of his 
almightineſs, in the prodigious magnitude and. 
„„ | _____numb« 
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number of thoſe bodies that compoſe the uni - 
verſe: but what more admirable wiſdom has 
he not evinced. in that nice equilibrium of the 
whole, in which the everlaſting concord of their 
motions keeps them! For, conſidering ſirſt of 
all, our ſolar ſyſtem, not to reckon the ſeren 
planets, and their ſatellites, that are for ever 
circling in a predetermined order, only think 
of ſixty comets, whoſe dark pathways are mark- 
ed out! How many are not thoſe, that we have 
not as yet, and probably ſhall never, be in- 
formed of! Geometry demonſtrates that by vir- 
we of the figure of thoſe orbits, a whole mil-: 
lon of ſuch bodies may revolve about the Sun, 


and yet not interfere with one another. Launch 


out now upon the wing of thought; inſpect - 
theſe worlds in harmony, as I have ſaid already, 
with each other, and fall proſtrate at the great 
Creator's throne. Tis what you owe his grandeur 
nd a ſingle beam of light proceeding from him 
ill enlighten you. Oh, the magnificent ſur- 
ey, that all at once will open to your view ! 
hoſe ſtars that here below ſeem nothing to 
ou but fixed lights, will you behold as in 
reality ſo many ſuns, proceeding in their courſe 
uite filent, but, in all their glory, followed 
y as many planetary ſyſtems; and for ever: 
reulating round more powerful ſuns; and 
boſe round, others, much more powerful ſtill! 
Vhat juſt proportions between thoſe vaſt pro- 
inces, vaſt empires, and vaſt heavenly. worlds! 
| 1 | what 


* 
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What grandeur of dominion, and dependanet 
likewiſe! How their orbits blend without obs 
ſtructing one another! What then is the chain 
that can be ſtrong enough to keep together all 
theſe parts of a ſtupendous whole? The immor- 
tal Newton has revealed it to us. 'Fis no other 
than a fingle principle of mutual tendency, with 
which the Almighty bas endued all bodies. 
Joined with the impulſion they received, when | 
they proceeded from the hands of the Oreator, 
and proportioned to their bulk and diſtances, this 
mutual tendency is in itſelf the univerſal agent 
of all nature. Tis this mutual tendency that 
conſtantly unites whatever, motion otherwiſe it 
would ſepardte, By keeping up an equili-if o 
brium, that is in the exerciſe of their reſpec· I p 
tiye energies, theſe two-fold powers preſerve, i y} 
between the ſeveral ſyſtems in the world, that Ml b 
order which was firſt ordained at the ereation. m 
Every ſingle body, ſcattered through the vali pb 
infinity of ſpace, attracts the reſt, and is at- 
tracted by them; and a general correſpondence 
of reciprocal attractions joins, while it divides 
them. Every ſyſtem is illuminated by a ſun, 
which, after it — ſent abroad its rays, reflects 
them; ſo that not a ſingle particle of light 1 
_ Joſt, It might appear that the ETERNAL, by 
this law, has ſhadowed out the great firſt prin- 
ciple in human morals : “ Mortals, aid ye one 
another with your ſtrength and knowledge 


Tend towards one another, but deparr not __ 
| dne 
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the ſphere in which my providence has placed 
you. This great order 1s eſtabliſhed for your 
happineſs, and the ſupport of nature.“ 


The two children, during the laſt part of this 

diſcourſe, had not let drop a ſingle word: their 
filence, notwithſtanding, was quite different 
from inattention. It proceeded from the im- 


preflion of ſurpriſe that ſtruck them; and the 


cloſe attention they had paid to the magnificent 
deſcription of the ſpeaker. Left, however, the 
rapidity of his diſcourſe ſhould have occaſioned 
the imperfect apprehenſion of a fingle paſſage in 
it, on the morrow he wrote down the ſubſtance 
of both converſations from his memory ; and 
promiſed, in the evening, all the information 
they could wiſh for, on the ſubje& of attraction; 
dy explaming to them by what power the Moon 
moved round the Earth, and had ſo many 
phaſes, while the Earth moved round the Sun. 
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| [Continued from the Piece, intitled, Love Wiſely 
not Too Well, i Volume X.) | 


Pay 


| 1 
E having paſſed ſometime with 
Albert, is diſmiſſed a little after midnight, 

while the bell is tolling ſtill for Julio. She 
makes haſte to reach the priſon, while Sebaſtian 

is in conference with Albert on the meaſures 

| | that are ſtill to be purſued ; and the reſult of 
their deliberations, in the ſequel, will appear. 
Emilia, little apprehending but that Julio till 

was living, comes into the priſon thus ſolilo- 


guiſing, 
? ; _ . ] hayo 
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I have no bufineſs, guilty as I am, 


To thruſt myfelf into conviction's path, 

And y—y_ ſtone a tongue, that may pro- 
claim > | 

How greatly I have ſinned. Yet, have I ſav'd 

My dear, dear Julio's life! Upon my knees, | 


Fo heaven I bend for that ; nor will I muxmur 


At the juſt pnniſhment myſelf maſt ſuffer, 
Since to the man whom my ſoul loves, I'm made 
The inſtrument of good. What ſacred horror 
Comes in that ſound ! Some poor afflicted ſpirit, 
Quitting its clay, has from a bed of ſickneſs 
Wing'd its flight hence. With what a pur» 
chaſe, ae 5 „„ 
Have I averted thine !—All ſilent! Sleep 
Has ſurely ſtolen upon him. Oh, what next 
] wooe thee to wy lips, (Who is't approaches?) 
The grave ſhall be my bed, the turt my pillow, 
There will be reſt indeed. : 0 
The perſon ſhe had heard approaching was 
the provoſt, now come back from Julio's execu- 
tion. She addreſſes him, and ſays ; 
No noiſe : he's ſleeping. 


When did you leave him ? 


ProvosT. Julio, mean you, madam? 


EiILIa. Whom ſhould I mean. beſides? 


My huſband, provoſt, Oh 
Why do you look amaz'd ? Is't not à queſtion ? . 
When did you leave him ? Speak. . 

Prxovosr. Alas, Emilia! 
He is no more. 35 
4 EIL IA. 
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 Emitia. No more! What mean you, pro 


voſt? 
| Provosr. Sorry I am to bring you theſe 
| ill tidings; 
Which I could wiſh were falſe : but e to confirm 
them, . * 


Look on this ring. 
EnxILIA. That ring! Let me behold i it. 
Merciful heaven! This ring was his. I know it. 
Vet what of that? Let me be more perſuaded. 
ProvosT (after Emilia is haſtily gone out.) 
J am amaz'd: her griefs are krong and 
many; 
Something ſhe means, which muſt be ftraight 
prevented. _ 
_ EmILIA (returning. ) He's gone indeed. But 
vhether have they borne him * ? * 
3 it not. 
ProvosT. Why this to me, Emilia 
I'm guiltleſs of his death. n 
EMiLIa. He is not dead: | | 
You do not uſe me well, to join with thoſe 
That laugh at my diſtreſs. "How ſhould he die? 
Px go OST. 1 pity you indeed; becauſe I 
fear 
- You have been much abus d; But, madam, 
truſt me, 
T ſhould eſteem it fin, by coining falſehoods | 
To trifle with your pain. At midnight, Julio 
Was, by Lord Albert's ſpecial order, led 
; Toe execution. ing » be pronounced, 


fad — hog a Y fend. @ 


Moſt 


ay 


oft 


Mioſt tenderly your name and the laſt word 
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He faultered was Emilia. | 
EIL IA. Heaven ſupport me, 
The tale this man relates has poiſon in it, 
And I am fick to death. Why let it come: 
J have deferved to die. Some horrid end, 
Some kind of death that has no precedent | 
Mark d on the lift of murder, ſhauld my hand 
Inflict upon my crimes. Slight puniſhment = 
Unequal to ſuch guilt ! | = 

PrxovosT. Retire. | 

EIL IA (after a pauſe.) Yes, yes; 
T like that juftice well. I have a ſword 
Which yet I did not mean to uſe ſo early; 

But fince it muſt be ſo,— {feeling in her beſom 
oh, here it is; | 5 Bo 
Come forth, and be diſcharg d. 

With this ſhe drew the dagger ſhe had 
brought to execute a deed, as ſhe ſuppoſed, of 
juſlice on herfelf ; and in the height of her de- 
ſpair, imagining the provoſt, her ſeducer, was 
proceeding to deſtroy him, if he had not warded 
5 the blow, and wrenched the dagger from 

. | | 
If you have loft {/aid he) | 
The huſband you held dear, I kill'd him not. 
He fell by courſe of law; and tis unjuſt * 

To wreck your griefs'on me. a 
EuILIA. Oh, grant me pardon. | 
My loſs hath made me mad, I took you, fir, 
For him that hath deluded me, beyond 
The example of all villains ; Give me * 

: | lat 
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That inſtrument you have; upon my knee 
I beg it of you. | et we 
Albert had by this time made a farther pro- 
greſs in his wicked bufineſs, and was come with 
his adviſer to the priſon. His adviſer had ſug- 
geſted the expedient of confining the unfortu- 
nate Emilia, 5 the fictitious crimes of having 
_ plotted to aſſaſſinate him in his palace. What 
was meant no be a ſequel to this treacherous 
charge will very ſoon appear. Sebaſtian, at this 
inſtant of Emilia's converſation with the pro- 
voſt, having reached the priſon, and, as juſt 
now mentioned with the governor, gives inti- 
mation while within of his approach; ſo that 
the provoſt has juſt time ſuffieient to withdraw 
Emilia: and receives Sebaſtian with the dagger in 
his hand. . Ca, FRET 
Sebaſtian ſhows the warrant for detaining Ju- 1 
Ho's wife; on which the provoſt ſays: A 
I ſhall obey. The priſoner is within, 
As I muſt call her now. Would you believe it? MW T 
This dagger I wrench'd from her, or ſhe had! MF T 
Done ſomething bloody on me ? 1 


7 — "aſs ” Mm od ofa PIFY 


ye 


SEBASTIAN, Heaven forbid it! 2 01 
(Alde, and putting the dagger into his pocket,) A 
I have a uſe for this. 5 As 

PRO VOS T. Go in with me, | I 
You ſhall hear more anon. e 

SEBASTIAN. I am griev'd for her. An 


Tis a dark world we live in! God forgive her! | 
I could not have believed it. +1 


 PRovesT, Let's go in 2 
| | | Her e 


* 
OF PROVIDENCE, = 
Her ſpirits are quite ſpent, aud ſhe lacks reſt. 
SEBASTIAN. I.could weep for her: heaven 
forgive her fin. „ | 
Go in before; I will be with you ſhortly. 

The provoſt going out, Sebaſtian gives a hem, 
and. Albert enters, who till now irrefolute in 
guilt, as we ſhall fee, at length reſigns himſelf 
implicitly to follow the abominable. counfels of 
Sebaſtian, Being entered, he refers to what 
they had been talking of already, aſking where 


they broke off their diſcourſe. 


1 recolle& {/ays he) | 
At mingling with the throng, , Twas there you 


Anih'd, = 
SEBASTIAN. I mingled with the throng, 
and ud hepa d \..- 10 2 


Tow?rds execution, ſpoke to thoſe about me, 
And, gen? a pitying ſurug, in whiſpers, told 
7" For Theta ©. png 
The criminal was mad, There needed nothing 
To make my words ſeem true; but taking no- 
n 5 | a | 
Of the wild ſpeeches, incoherent taunts, 
And grievous accuſations he threw out 
Againſt your noble ſe}f, which I requefted 
They would in careful oppoſition place, * 
To the unſuſpected carriage of your life, 
And then decide themſelves. | 
ALBERT. And ſo he ſuffer'd? 
SEBASTIAN. What mean you by this queſ- 
tion? As I live, | FO 
Methinks you ſhake, my lord. 
| | ALBERT, 
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ArBERT. Cruel Sebaſtian! | 
You have undone me. 
SEBASTIAN. How! undone you, Albert 2 e 
ALBERT. Robb'd me of peace, - deſtroy 
my ſoul for ever.— 
"emp ted my hand to do a deed of horror, 


: Which, to reſlect on now, 1 1 ſure diſtract bt 
SEBASTEAN. What do I hear! | 


4 4 
i 
by 


ABER T. Becauſe, to thy direction, 
Wretch as I was, I yielded up my reaſon, | 
Thou haſt the weakneſs of my heart £8 

—0 


| 
p 
(And could I poſſibly ned to | 
what! þ 
To murder my dear friend. mc 
SEBASTIAN. My lord, theſe: waverings 
But ill become a man. If you repent, _ U 
Of what's already done, an] therefore ſuffer U 
F ooliſh compundion to poſſe ſs your boſom, 1 
| 1 you're loſt; for there s much . 
That mu yet perform'd. = 
ALBERT. III 90 70 more. - 14 
I have already dipp'd theſe hands in blood, 
Which not whole Aon of penitential deeds. 
Shall ever waſh away. Iſcariot-like, 
On thy ſell counſel have I taken the breath | 
Of him, who would have loſt it, to redeem - 
The life of his falſe friend. And doſt thou with 
To load me with more guilt? Hadſt thou 
been he, 
2 whom thou'rt little ſhort), who, lion-like, 


avges the wide world thro”, in quoſt of * 
Ui 30 
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2 
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To people his dark realms, thou wouldft have 

— 3 

I had finn'd enough to make perdition ſure; 

And tempted me go more, 
SEBASTIAN. Hear me, my lord. 


ALBERT. Thou haſt talked too much + be, 
henceforth, dumb for ever 
Unleſs thou canſt inſtruc me to do that, | 
Which may atane the paſt. Look round about: 
Thou ſeeſt me on all ſides hemm'd in by blood, 
The blood of a dear friend. If Ifhould plunge 
By ſuch another deed into the ſtream, 
Farther than this, the hand of Heaven itſelf 
Could never pluck me out. 5 | 
SEBASTIAN, Prepoſterous whining, 
Unworthy even of women! for Emilia, 
When ſhe propounded for her huſband's life, 
Terms you yourſelf made void, threw conſcj- 
ence Ts 
And, till the deed was done, conſulted not 
Its cenſure or applauſe. You ſhould be more 
In heart as well as name. Behold this dagger 


Ney, hart nat ar the fight. 


Arzzar. This dagger? 
 SERARYTAN. Ef | 
By accident moft ſtrange into qur hands 
An ipfiryment of good. —Dare you employ it ? 
ALBERT. Employ it! Upon whom ? 
SEBASTIAN. If I muſt ſyrak, 
Upon Emilia, i. 
ALBERT. Periſh firſt my arm 
Tre ſuch another murder as the paſt | 
Employ 
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Employ my trembling hand. 
| Ser ler lav. Weak- hearted man! F 
Was it in mockery then that you diſpatch'd 
Your warrant with me here ? 
ALBERT. I was then ſteel'd 
Againſt the natural feelings of a man, 


And knew not what I did. My heart 1 is now a 
Subdu'd to pity her, and J repent 1 


7 


Of every ching I've done. PEER i 
SEBASTIAN. If now you faint . | 
Irreſolute and weak, to what intent 1 


Have 3 perform' the part? How did yo 


| [ 
To take ths huſband's life, but that the thought y 
Of what you meant to practiſe on the wife 0 
Farewarn'd you to prevent. 5 
ALBERT. No more. 3 
SEBASTIAN. And now. IT 
The danger ſtill as great, you are content th 
To let diſcovery come,—turn not away— - 
Loſing the boldneſs that becomes a man. 15 
To tell me you repent.” _ 
ALBERT. Bold-fronted wretch! 
Rous'd from my lethargy too late, I bluſli 
That I have link'd my fortunes to a man 
That hath no more about him than the ſhape | 
And figure of his kind. Here, take thy i 
Thy inſtrument of good. Henceforth, Pu 11 hate 
Thee and the fiend alike. - 
SEBASTIAN. You rant this well; 1 
And now in turn hear me. Know therefore, fir, 


As what” 8 _— done heaps certain bon oh 
% U 


— 
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On both of us at once, to ſave myſelf _ 
P' poſt me to the duke. 2 
ALBERT. I am undone! | 


- 


' SEBASTIAN. You us'd me, when the expected 


pleaſure made $9 7 
My counſel worth purſuit : and do you now, - 
When at my riſque you have fulſill'd your 
pleaſures, | 


Tell me your conſcience yields to fear and 


ſcruples ? GENE 11 
WH What's that to me? But know, ungenerous Al- 
il Der”: „ | 
I will not the diſcovery of your paſſion 
t Wait for, before I know what will become 
Of you and of myſelf. I will be wile ; 
Prevent it, and confeſs. I muſt, Farewel. 
ALBERT. Give me a moment's time, I've 
gone too far f 5 
With ſafety to retreat. What muſt Ido? 


your conſent 


Upon the conſequence, I have a way _ 
To make you eaſy there. Are you reſolv 
ALBERT. Muſt I then murder her? 
SEBASTIAN. Have you gain'd that 

MM Vhich was ſo dear to her, and do you now 
ite Demur to ſeize on what even ſhe herſelf 

Muſt as a curſe regard? 
ALBERT. Ha! let me think—— 
r; Strong argument indeed! Her 2 
Ilie an unworthy trifle, have I ſpoil' d, 
“I And 


FF ²˙ AA ̃ aÜ——ßUÄ—ñ—:t K . . ̃§—“l——— d rer 3 


SEBASTIAN. Nothing, my lord. I want but | 
And word ſhe ſhall not live. Raiſe not a doubt 
A 


1 

1 
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And Julia ſent to peace; and do I fear _ 
(Fool-like and coward both!) to touch her life, 
Which, oy = ſtings of guilt and conſcience, 
oade | ; 
Sits, like the ſhirt of Hercules, upon her, 
Torturing while worn. Pardon my haſte, Se- 
biaſtian; 5 . 
Till now, I did not ſee our common ſafety | 
Connected as it is. You have convinc'd me: 
It is neceflity, and not choice, demands 
She _—_— be ſtraight cut off She's dead ; Pre 
| ſaid it. „ 
This morning is her laſt. Go to my home, 
And there digeſt the plot. Waſte not the time; 
By now I think tis one. 0 5 1 
The plat was ſoon reſolved on: in the morn- f 
ing came Sebaſtian with a villain he had pitched MI 
on for the purpoſe, to GUNS Emilia; but 


Emilia, in the interim, had efcaped in a dif. 1 
' guiſe provided by her fiſter, who was then con- 
tined, at home, by ſickneſs. To conceal the Wl 1 
| deed, or rather make it erg be. ſelf murder, ) 
they had brought the dagger _ of already, A 
1 a letter with them, which they meant to F. 
leave behind them. Albert is at firſt affrighted BI p, 
at the tidings of Emilia's flight: but his aflo- Wl. 
cCiate comforts him, by pointing out that he may Wi iy 
turn it to his benefit, fince, in the people's no- 
tions, it will ſeem to be a confirmation of her Wl T 
guilt. However, he adviſes him to * Ar 
the provoſt, as a perſon who had certainly com Re 


nived at her eſcape ; which Albert does N 
| | | '  -angiy 73 
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ingly ; and, as by this time news is broughe 
them that a perſon, muffled up and hurrying 
forward, had been taken notice of in that part 
of the city bordering on a certain wood, Sebaſtian, 
taking it for granted it could be no other than 
Emilia, and ſuppoſing ſhe deſigns to take the 
ſhelter of that wood, reſolves with his aſſociate 
ts diſcover her, if poſſible, and inſtantly ſet 
Out. 8 5 | 

He was not in the wrong. Emilia, in the re- 
ſolution of ſoliciting the duke of Venice, meant 
to make her way to Venice through that wood. 
However ill prepared, it will appear, ſhe was for 
ſuch a journey. | | 
In the wood we repreſent her therefore now 
in man's apparel, going forward, and thus 
ſpeaking to berſelk. 


Alas, I've travell'd hard, thro' paths per- 


2 „ | 
That 31 feet ſcarce tread! Where will it 
| end ? 7 


I'm chang'd but in the habit of my ſex: 
My nature's ſtill the ſame. That alters not 
As faſhions do in dreſs. And ſee, the ſun, 
Forth to the world exhibiting as ay - 


Peeps ofer yon diſtant hills, Why ſhould it 

Se? £7. | 
Why ſhould the day come back, when on my 
cChhbeek 4.21 


The never-fading bluſh of guilt muſt live, 

And on the ſwarthy countenance of night 

Reflect a fickly beam, enough to note 
% Rn 
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Man's wickedneſs and mine? There's no one 
honeſt, | ” „ 
Guilt is hereditary. Every parent | 
Gives it, with life, to thoſe he calls his children, 
And by the ſtream of time tis handed down 
To fon from father, like a ball of ſnow, 
Increaſing as it rolls. I've heard theſe woods 
Are tenanted by thieves. - Alas! I'm poor! 
And have not to beſtow what rapine ſeeks, _ 
The ineftimable jewel of my ſoul F-. 
Even that is gone.—Oh, ſiſter, it was kind; 
To pity a poor wretch by all abandon'd; _ 
And not alone this habit, but the ground _ 
I tread on, with ingratitude would tax me, 
Should I in death forget my prayers to Heaven 
For bleſſings on thy head. Tho? I was freed _ 
By thy good hand, thou freedſt me not to die 
ere, as I muſt, —my every hope of vengeance 
Gone like a dream. Tg | 
While ſhe was thus converfing with herlſetf, 
and going forward, a banditti, who refided in 2 
cavern in the foreſt, had, it ſeems, way-laid her; 
and now ruſhing. to ſurpriſe her, with the fright 
ſhe gave a ſhrick, and fell, pi 
Lay hands upon him, (/aid the captain to his 
meu) | 
But offer him no harm.—A goodly ſtripling! - 
Well favour'd, and young too! But that his 
dreſs | NW 
Gives my conceit the lie, I ſhould pronounce 
him | = J/ ; 
A girl upon my life, Let him alone, 
a He's 
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He's coming to himſelf, a 
_ 1ſt BAN DIT TI. I think *twere meet 
To ſearch the place about: he muſt have friends; 
For no one in his wits would run the hazard 
Of travelling here alone. I'll ſcower the foreſt, 
CAPTAIN. Go with him, one or two. 
( After they are gone, to Emilia.) How. 
is it with you? 
Look, he revives. Be comforted, good youth; 
There's not a hair upon your head ſhall tind 
Diſparagement from us; nor have you loſt 
What your good fortune e[fe might have held 
"" He 29 | 9 
Unleſs it be a miſery, for one | 
Bewilder'd in a wood, to have the hand 
Of h&ſpitality and friends ffretch'd out 
By heaven for bis relief. 
2d BAN DIT TI. He hears you not. 
Our numbers do but keep his fears awake, 
Good gentlemen, withdraw yourfelf awhile, 
And meet us at the cave; where, by and by, 
We'll bring him for refreſhment. © 
EmMiLia (after they are all gane out, except 
pe Captain and another.) If you'll kill 
mer a I | 
(And I am old enough to know you never 
Spare any, whom ill fortune throws among you) 
muſt ſubmit. „ . 
verzerren 
. him! 5 T | | 
Talk not of killing. True it is, we hve 
At enmity with man; but this inſtructs us | 
EET ˙ » 
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No farther than to rob. him of the traſh | 
With which he fills his purſe, The tk we 
never, 
When unprovok'd to't, touch. 
EMILIA. Is't poflibie! 
+ Carrain, There's in your face 
— that claims our love : then * 
reel | 
The 2 in need: we're not the men 
Some people quote us for; but of a nature 
I might, perhaps, ſay better, yet as goods 
As thoſe that cenſure us. 
EMIL IA. I'm wrapt in wonder; 
And know not what to ſay, but that I thank you! 
Carrain. We gueſs you have your'y cares. 
Perhaps you've loſt 
A friend or father; mother or a wife: 
Theſe are great loſſes all, and the whole world 
No anodyne approv*d of can hold out, 
To ſooth the tortur'd mind, when ills ſo great 
Delve at the root of life ; and only time 
Can with oblivious hand the life-blood ſtaunch 
That iſſues at ſuch wounds, But if, hard 
pres: = 
By the relentleſs hand of power, you came 
Here for relief, or ſhould the unpitying arm _ 
Of ſome hard creditor be ſtretch'd forth e 
ou, 
Our foreſt cavern ſhall its gates fling back 
And ſereen you from Purffit- 7 
EmILIA, Oh, heaven! my heart! 2 
: APs | 
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Cap TAINx. Give me your hand. The tkky 
ſeems overcaſt, 
And threats in with a florm. Aſſiſt me, Am- 
broſe. 
7 ruſt to our care, and to deſerve it better, 
Say 53 who you are. (They raiſe her.) 
MILIA, A poor unfortunate youth, 
Travelling to Venice, 
| CayTaAiN, Good: and wherefore thither * > 
EMILIA, I have no friend, (one that I had 
being dead,) 
To miniſter to my wants; by which, fore | 
preſs'd, 
I meant to ſeek the court, and that I E not 
Lire on the bread of floth, offer . 
To the great duke. 
CAPTAIN. Go on. 
EMmILIAa, Now comes the worſt. | 
I had a maſter, one whoſe paſſing goodneſs 
Words are too poor to paint, We liv'd in 
0 
Happy indeed, till the croſs clouds of fortune 
Frown'd on our ſpring, Poor Julio, my Lord's 
name, 
Was by the law, for ends moſt damnable, 
Doom'd to a cruel death. 
CAPTAIN, Break off your tale, 
The tempeſt grows apace. Lead to the cave, 
There you ſhall tell the reſt. But what's your 
E — T u me Polydore 
MILIA. call me Polydore. | 
| CAPTAIN» You hand, ox | Ambroſe. 
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Be comforted. I have a mind perſuades me 
Your grief is not paſt cure. Lean on my arm. 
Emilia could not but accept ſuch offered ſer- 
vice, and withdrew with them. Sebaſtian, with 
his follower, was by this time near the ſpot, and 
two of the banditti that the captain had ſent out 
to ſcour the wood encountered them. They 
were retired to ſcreen themſelves beneath an 
oak tree from the tempeſt : and while there, Se- 
baitian told his colleague in iniquity the whole 
affair of Albert, which the two banditti over- 
heard ; and, ruſhing on them ſuddenly, laid 
hands upon Sebaſtian, but the other fled. Se- 
baſtian, falling wounded on the ground, they 
rifle him, and find Emilia's dagger in his pocket, 
with the letter ſpoken of alfeady, which they 
take away, and drag him for a while into a neigh- 
bouring gap; and this was the firſt ſtep God's 
providence made uſe of to detect his villainy. 
The two bantitti having made report ot this 


encounter to their captain, he determines to con- 


front the ſelf-named Polydore with this. Sebaſ- 
5 4 7 „ 13 V "I Arn LOI 
tian, judging they muſt be acquainted with each 
other. He 1s therefore brought upon a litter to 
the cavern, and Emilia introduced. A fort of 
trial then enſues, which the banditti, by their 
captain's lips begin: the trial is as follows : 
anſwer (/ays the captain) „ 
(To Sebaflian.} Know you this gentleman? 
Loch up and fp. 
ggRBAST TAN. I will not. . 

: $f nt WON. root ales hors A Aa 3 c. 


; ** ; * ; q : "Ix I. WV, 
Ipheſe afe his papers, here. Look up, and 
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 Caprain, Will not? Thou hadſt better 
| tho?: | 
We'll force thee. ta .obey, Know you this 

youth? Xe | | 
SEBASTIAN (Afde,)} My guilt unmans me, 
for I fear his threats, 
{Aloud) I know. him not. OE 
CArTALx. That's ſtrange, Know you this 
| villain ! 15 8 
EMILIA. I recolle&t him now: but ſure 
that title | 
Never belong'd to him. He was a friend 
„o my poor maſter, and once went between him 
* And the vile governo. þ 
" Carrarx. You much miſtake him. 
bis is the miſcreant, by whoſe helliſh counſel 
* That Albert, you have told us of, (a villain 
* WLeſs than himſelf, becauſe he Jack'd his cun- 
a bo 55 
1 Hath been impell'd to all thofe borrid wrongs 
1 Of Julio and his wife: and Albert had | 
Defiſted from the attempt, but that this ruffian, 
Whoſe temples are grown white in th" trade of 


„ Like Satan at Eve's ear ſtood by, and ſaid, * 
Po thus and thus.“ | Ss 
a EMILIA. Why not ſpeak not you, Sebal- 
D tian? „„ - | 
„ kee's ſilent, and 'tis true. Horrible villain !' 
' WU Carrain. Now in his papers there was 
found this letter, | 
„nich he or his aſſociate counterfeited : 


And 
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And to increaſe the wonder, I muſt tell you, 
From his own mouth, we've learn'd, that, as he 
: counſell'd, VV 
Emilia's death was plann'd ; but that her flight 
Prevented the foul deed, which, had it profper'd, 
This letter, as we gueſs, was meant to throw 
The murder on herſelf. | | 

EmMIL1Aa. Deep-plotting villains ! 


The banditti beginning to think that Poly. 


dore muſt be the perſon in diſguiſe, at whom 
the letter glances, talk apart to one another, 
while Emilia reads the letter to herſelf, and pany 
ders 0 ite. -. © 2 
(Reading © Stung with remorſe _ 
That the good Albert was by me accus d, 
T have done this. You, that wipe off the bleod 
That to my dagger cleaves, intreat that Heaven 
May in like manner, from my ſpotted ſoul, 
Wah every ſtain away.“ (Seating) And here's 


the dagger. titty — 
Spotted ! That's hard! Qh, Albert! Villain, 

„ 105 1 
Thy triumph laſts too long! I'd give the 

E 7 | 


To be that demon which thou long haſt ſerv'd; 

So at thy ſide this inſtant would I ftand, _ 

And with a voice, loud as the cannon's roar, 

Tell thee how nearly o'er thy perjur'd head 

| aye is hung. Yet ſoft with this, my foul! 
y paſſion may prove fatal, and diſcloſe _ 

The thing I ſhould conceal, Alas! Ifear 

It is already done Why do they Wai Ef 
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or PROVIDENCE, * 
Their eyes are fix d upon me whilſt I ſp ; 


bperuſing every limb. If it be fo, * 
Im a wretch indeed. 
The Car rAtx (afide to the 22 Stand ) yau 


ale, 

And on that fign n, depart. The reſt I'll manage. 
Emir.1a. I pray you aſk him, r, why Al- 

bert ut 
Emilia into hold? | 
 CarraAin. You hear the queſtion. 

SEBASTIAN. She did conf] vt) his death. 
EMILIA. Sure you N 


The life ſhe could hee give. Alas, ſhe deem's jt 

Sinful and cruel both, ro Ky ber hand 

On the offending fly. Hoy ſhould ſhe then 

Think of — . Rs 

e SEBASTIAN- herefore urge you 
Such ſhallow proofs as theſe? She did at- 

EMIL IA. For this, wert thou much ſtronger 

he than thou art, 

a Weak as I am, I would attempt to tear 

d; Thy falſe Fe from thy throat, were no 

iba one 

To ſtay me . the deed. Fie on thee, wretch! 


Guilty thro? force ſhe might be; but * | 


1 choice 
Vo babe finn'd ever leſs: and woe to Albert; 
_ by falſe promiſes, the tricks of Satan 
Won her to infa amy : and Proſtitution | 


7. 
She was toq good (ſu pport me, Fane) 6s to take | 


F 
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For her poor huſband's life. In th' day of ven- 


geance, | = 
Let him look to it well. 
Carralx. Somewhere about 
This ſolitary quarter of the wood. 
Emilia muſt be hid. Could we meet with her, 
We would afford her help. She ſhould find 
friends, 8 
Who, to the preſſing wants of her weak ſex, 
Food and repoſe would tenderly hold out, 
And to the wrongs which have been heap's 
upon her, ” 
Vengeance perhaps. NN 75 
EMIL IA. In her name, let me thank you; 
This generous compaſſion to a woman, 
Hated by all, brings tears into my eyes 
Of unaffected joy 5 „ 
Emilia would have ſtill continued; but the 
captain and his men, no longer having room to 
doubt of her reality, diſcover it by all their 
motions» This alarms Emilia, who, in order 
to a full confeſſion, would have fallen upon her 
knees, but they. prevent it, and aſſure her of 
Wenden and a ſafe guard to the duke of 
Venice; which it ſeems they were the more 
inclined to, as, by being inſtrumental in a cauſc 
of ſo much juſtice, they had hopes of, gaining 
| pardon for themſelves, and a recall from baniſh- 
ment: and wefhall find, that, in the ſequel of 
the piece, Emilia promiſed ſhe would intereſt 
Hherrſelf, and get the, duke, if poſſihle, to grant 
them ſuch a pardon, The confuſion of Sebaſ- 
1 | . tian, 


* 
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nan, at this great diſeloſüre, is expreſſed by 
what he ſays, with which the preſent piece is to 
conclude. 
SEBASTIAN. What now becomes of nie 8. 
I here is no hope, 
Except as I repent, .The good Emilia . 
have much injur'd ; yet being , the muſt 
Both pity and 5 as ſhe herſelf; 5 
Repenting, would find grace: yet What avails 
This goodneſs in another, to blot out 
One fin from my long count ? When we ſhall 
meet 
At the great day of doom; will human pardon. 
Block up the gates of hell; by. juſtice bid 
To take the murderer in? Prepoſterous chought! 
Why then ſhould this ſlight ſcratch extort one 
_ groan .. 
Which but my body pains, and that muſt die, 
When in the ſoul there is a gatigrene fix'd. 
That cannot be pluck'd out ? oh; when will | 
enn; 


Madneſs e to baniſh painful chought 1 
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T HIS IS THE GOLDEN AGE. 


Proe. 
0 AN you tell me what the golden. age 


means ? 

NIcHOLAS. That 1 can, for 1 was waiting 
yeſterday upon my maſter, and a Lifitor was 
dining with him, very poorly dreſſed, who eat 
as if he had not made a meal theſe thive weeks, 
and was talking of the golden age. I chink my 

maſter ſaid he was a poet. Well then, he — 
ſaying, as J recollect, that in the golden age 

fruits needed no degree of cultivation, that de- 
licious ſtreams of milk were always flowing in 


the meadows juſt like water nod a- days, and 


that cold weather was unknown. 
PEGGY. But did he ſay the folks loved one 


another ? 
N1cHoLAs. Yes, and knew not what was 


meant by jealouſy. 

PEGGVY. Well, this I tell you, is s the golden 
ave, You, Nicholas, love me, as I do you, with 
all my heart, Is it a happineſs to be poſſeſſed 
of fruit without the need of cultivation ? You 
would loſe, in ſuch caſe, the delight of work- 
ing for me, and I that of thanking you. Tis no 
great harm to be a- cold in winter, having ſuch 
a comfortable fire to go to; and I fancy vou 
would rather drink my milking, than ſee rivers 
of even cream flow through our meadows. This 


then is the golden age. 
| THE 
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Tux CHARACTERS, 


EpwARD PALMER, 4 Gameſter, 
- CHARLES, his Brether, 
OLives, the Gameſter”s Servant, 
Day v, Charles's Serwant. 
S ApE, @ Gambler and Cheat, 
The Scene throughout is in the Houſe of Za. 
ward Palmer, dere the B rother & ſup: 


poſed to lire, and in « Room Contiguons ta 
ts latter s | Bed-chanber. 


| 


THE 


RUIN OF PLAY. 


1 


Ar 
EpwarD, CnanLEs, and Davy. 


CHARLES, ' 


WW Hat, dear brother! will you ſee me 
to my room, while any one would ſay 
you. have all London got below together, 
and when ſuch deep play is going forward ? 
What can you be thinking of ? 

EpwarD. Do you aſk, Charles? Well 
then, to tell you, I am thinking, that at certain 
moments I ſhould like to be as prudent as your- 
ſelf, and go to bed as regularly. 8 5 
CnakTLES. Do you ſpeak that ſeriouſly, dear 
Edward? What then hinders you from follow- 
ing ſuch a plan of life as I do ? | 

| „ Epwaxp. 


/ 
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EpwARD. What? The way of life I have 
— ; and which, I fancy, the more plea- 
 Cnrarr Es. Fancy the more pleaſant | That 

I need not be informed of, ſince, I doubt not, 
but your way of life delights you, to the full, 
as much as it would be deteſtible to me, if I 
were forced upon it. Tis a ſpecies of intoxica- 
tion, out of which, depend upon it, You will 
never be delivered, but by ſome reverſe 
tune, which will certainly deprive you of the 
means by which at preſent you continue in 
thoſe dangexqus habits that _are daily taking 
ſtronger hold upon you. Nothing hue” that 
grievous. monitor, misfortune, as I fear, will 
teach you wildom': Yes, dear brother, this ca- 
taſtrophe is what J fear will happen to you. 
EPpWARD. But pray tell me, brother, how 
at preſent you would have me change my con- 
duct? Is that meaſure poſſible? — 
CnaARLES. Yes, very poſſible: by chang- 
ing your connections for the time to come, and 
EG BE CC TITTOLS & 

. EpwaxD. © Oh, dear brother, you muſt own 
ingenuouſly, that your way of living, as you 
call it, has ſuch uniformity, and is ſo perfectly 
monotonous, that the idea of it would kill 
any other human being than yourſelf, * _ 
CHARLES. Say, rather, yours has theſe two 
qualities. 2 ei 


EpwWARD. Mine, brother? What a ſtrange 


22 CHARLES» 


of for. 
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ChARLES. Had you but a moment's time for 
converſation to allow me, I would prove the 
ſtrange idea is entirely of your hatching. 

E DwaRD. Well then, to oblige you, I can 


down below ; and I will ſtay a little with you, 
till the party I ſhall play with are well ſertled, 


time enough to go down ſtairs in twenty mi- 
nute?? time. 
CnARLES. Ah, brother, it will be too ſoon, 
I fear, whenever you appear among them: 
play is ſo bewitching ! but at preſent, ſince you 
condeſcend to hear what I can fay, fit down. 


to go to bed, I will ring for you. (Davy gots 


out.) Or ſtay; excuſe me, brother, for a mo- 


ment. I have ſomething to tell Davy, and will 
- © inftantly return. I had forgot it quite, when he 
n het: ve n 


Sk 
—_ 
2 
D 

VW 

1 

— 
O 
2 
8 
S. 
70 
— 
S 
ST. 
3 
2 
= 
2 
ay + 
— 
N 
Oc. 
= 

— 
oo” 
— 
S 
= 
ww «- 


Ly. 


make that moment, They have ſcarce ſet 


So pray let me have your proof. It will be 


And, Davy, go you out a little, When I wiſh. 


let 
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18 THE RUIN OF PLAY. 
us now proceed to buſineſs, Charles. I have 
not many minutes ta allow you ; and I know 


your gravity, dear brother, in the buſineſs of 
your lectures, is long winded. Come, begin. 


CrnaRLEs. With all my heart. And in the 


firſt place, that this lecture, as you call it, may 
ſet out ſecundum artem, or by rule, I muſt re- 
mind you of our different fortune with reſpect 
to property, and of our different connections: 
and will thence, I do not ſay convince you, I 
am the more reaſonable 3 
at leaſt will prove it. 2 | 
Epwarp. Well; what follows? 

. _' CHARLEs. I received, as you at firſt did, a 
; bequeſt from our departed father, of two hun- 
dred guineas yearly, Born without ambition, 
or a wiſh of being overwealthy, an employment 
fills up my whole time, which brings me in as 
much again. Whenever a young man can 
double, as I do, his fortune by attending to 
ſome buſineſs or another, which he ought to 
do, for health's ſake only, not to talk of profit, 
he ſhould think himſelf quite happy : I am 
ſo. I have always had a certain ſum of ready 
money by me, or at leaſt where I can eaſily 
command it, which is not ex to any change 
of fortune. I affociate with reſpectable aud 
worthy people, who are notwithſtanding of my 
level in the article of riches ; and on that ac- 
count, they neither humble me on the compa- 
riſon of their condition in the would and mige, 
nor with regard to me, do they become the 
| 3 


the happier ; but 


. ern 
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c 
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Frog in Eſop's fables. For this reaſon, they 


are in all my friends: and not alone becauſe 
our circumſtances are the ſame, but likewiſe our 
defires and way of thinking. We ſit down in 
common to a plain but plenteous table, and 
make now and 'then excurſions to the country, 
rather to preſerve our health, and contemplate 
the face of nature, than to gratify a rambling 
diſpoſition. And in general of an evening, we 
it down to play indeed, but not fuch play as 
makes us ſerious, reſtleſs, or rapacious; but 
more chearful, This, except upon particular 
occaſions, is the way we live in; 7 this too, 
as you will find, dear brother, is the way all 
decent people live in, who in this world 
would be happy? Now, let us conſider how 
you lives OBI Li or Cs 

EDPwWARD. Oh, I can eaſily diſcern, by this 
firſt part of your diſcourſe, what the remainder 
ß to be; and you will draw a, picture of me, 
which I cannot chuſe but be aſhatned of. | 
| CHaRLEs. All the better, brother: that 
will be a proof you have not loſt your mo- 
ny. 7; es SS is = | 
EnpwarD. Come, come, amuſe yourſelf, 
and let me have the ſequel of your ſermon, _ 

CHaRLEs. Tou have turned your little 
patrimony into ready money for a certain pur; 
pole. Fortune, in a very little time, has ſo far 
favoured: you, that by your winnings at the 
jaming table, you can now ſupport the expences 
bt a ſpacious houſe, fine equipage, a number of 


TE 37 
$3:.!. 
TI 
1 * 2 
1 $f 

| - 
wt 
$4: +4 
: Fig 
N 
1, > 
* $4 
1 
i & 
1 
' 


bs * 
N q " 
Wh 
mt 0 
| 1 *'1 "i 
ö i} 5 
- x 5 +: 
i || 
| 147. wil 
* . it 
16 il 
1 
apt 
a a 
G 4 
: { 4 
+ 
; ! 


— 
"Ks 


— —— — — — 
Corr: "ome —— 


— 


110 THE RUIN OF PLAY. 
domeſtics, and voluptuous living. Every thing 
goes well at preſent with you ; as it has ſince 
you have come into the world of obſervation : MW 
but this happineſs is built upon a tottering bafis, Ml 
ſuch as the unfortunate deciſion of a card may | 
ſhake ; and then your fituation will be perfectly 
reverſed, and you muſt unavoidably pay dearly Ill * 
for your preſent grandeur, You are not with- 
out acquaintances, call'd friends, in elevated life: b 
but what are they to you? What but the part - 
ners of your play, and no more permanently 
yours, than Jour good fortune may be. Of the 
multitude of ſuch acquainrances as throng about I . 
you, can you name me but one real friend ? This , 
very night, loſe what you have, and you will MW. 
find before the morning what they are. 
EpwAR D. As uſual, brother: the old ſtyle 
of argument and you muſt always carry mat- 4 
ters to the extreme. As if you little beings, 
with your love of order in the world, ſhould 0 
think, that in the faſhionable circle of mankind, ö 
becauſe we love a little recreation, there were * 
no fuch thing as friendſhip. | - 
CHARLES. I believe the rule is not without 
exception. What I know 1s, that two years 
ago, when I amuſed myſelf by making an ex- 
curſion on the continent, I ſaw. a dreadful in- 
+ ſtance of the want of friendſhip, nay of com- 
mon pity, in ſuch people as at preſent we are 
ſpeaking of. 5 un 
EpwWARD. A ſingle inſtance will not make 
a rule: let us however have it, brother. 
e | CHARLES» 
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CuARLES. Being come to Spa, and taking 
up my lodging there for a ns dera time, I 
ſaw a young and amiable Frenchman, who, in 
one night's time, loſt all the money he had 
meant to make the tour of Europe with; and 
* Wl after, the reverſion of his whole, - yes, abſo- 
ö lutely, his whole fortune; which, according to 
me way of calculating in that country, was 
/ W two hundred thouſand crowns. 
N Ebwaxp. The affair is not impoſſible: and 
he deſerved compatkgnc?- CES 
CHARLES. Pie the party he had played 
) MW vith, think fo ?—You ſhall hear. Deſpair was 
vilibly impreſſed on all his features, when he 


1 ſaw his fortune loſt without the leaſt degree of 

u bope remaining to recover it again. He looked 
in ſuch a ghaſtly manner round him, that I cn 
je not poſſibly deſeribe the horror of it. He fat 


t. Lnaſhing with his teeth, plucked up his hair, 
and beat upon his boſom. Shortly after he 


0 grew dumb and ſtupid, gaſped and panted like A 
d, bing man, got up preęipitately, and. then left 
re he room. | | "a 

Ss EpwarD. Poor youth! T7 | 
CHARLEs. You pity him, becauſe this 
rs WI autfſed trade of play has not yet ſteeled your 
r. boſom to compaſſion: but among the party who 
n- lad got his money, was there even one who, 


to preſerve him from deſtruction, would have 
let him have is winnings back? Dear brother, 
do you think there was? : 

e E>wakp. I mutt indeed ſay no. 
Beek, © CHARLES. 


re 


} 


So 


„ 1 ä 
F 


1 


| Gaia And you are in the right. They | 


fat {till playing with the ſame indifference' they 
had manifeſted the whole evening previous. to 
this tragical event, without even looking at 
him; or if ever they took off their eyes from 
what they were employed on, it was only to be- 
hold the ſufferer with deriſion and contempt, | 

EpwarD, Well, brother —— - 


part of the _ is to come; fince on the mor- 
row, it was told in Spa, that this young man 
of an extremely ee eee and having 
much to boaſt of on the article of probity and 
learning, had deſtroyed himſelf, with that ef- 
fectual remedy for thoughts the unhappy cannot 
dwell upon. I mean a piſtol. 98 

rate? „ 5 1 
CrarLEs. I applaud not what he did: for 
notwithſtanding his r revers'd condi- 
tion in the world, he might have lived to re- 
eſtabliſh his affairs at leaſt in part, without pro- 
ceeding to an act ſo horrid : but his fate wall 
ſhow you, brother, how one fault may take 
away our reaſon, and precipitate us into an 
abyſs of horror and deſpair. Perhaps he had 
not fortitude enough within him to withſtand 
the mortifying thought of having fallen head- 
long from the height of happineſs into a gulph 
of miſery, and therefore acted as he did. It was 
not many hours enſuing this unhappy ſuicide, 
before we learned that he had left Pelind him 
„ in 


e 


vw. „ 
. 


Epwarp. Was he, in reality, o deſpe- 
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in his native country a young lady of diſtin- 
guiſhed virtue and accompliſhments, to whom 


his parents, with conſent of hers, were mindec 


at the time of his return to marry him: a mar- 
riage which they fancied would have made both 
parties happy. 

Evwarp. I muſt own, the was fincerely to 
be pitted. 


HARLES. But the ſhame he under ent at 


the idea of preſenting her a hand that had de- 
prived himſelf and her of what was after all to 
conſtitute ſo great a portion of their happineſs, 


—for, what is marriage, when the parties, being 


born to expectations, are without the gifts of 
fortune? — This, together with the mortifying 


thought of offering her a heart whereon a vile 


propenſity to gaming had much greater influ- 
ence than thoſe ſentiments of honour aud eſteem 
ſne was ſo worthy of inſpiring, and the ſad re- 
flection of returning to his native land a beggar, 


ſhocked his pride; and by a guilty death, * 


thought he ſhould be freed from the accufitis 
language of a guilty conſcience. This is what 
had to tell you of, a circumitance to which L 
. myſelf, as juſt now mentioned, an eye wit- 
neſs. 

EDWARD, And pray what would you infer 
from ſuch a circumſtance ? P | 

CHaRLEs, I mean it as a matter of inſtruc- 
tion: for, dear brother, who can tell but that the 
lame ſad fate might happen to yourſelf. | 

Ebwanxp. All ſtuff and nonſenſe! Your 
11 . young 
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young Frenchman had no guard upon his eon- 
duct; and the leaſt one can expect of any one, 
is this: that like a man he will endure the in- 
convenience he may bring upon himſelf. Fear 
not, dear Charles, that auy ſuch cataſtrophe 
ſhould prove my lot; and as for what you juſt 
now mentioned, that no ſrieudſhips can be cul- 
tivated by ſuch people as amuſe themſelves with 
playing, be more juſt in argument, and think 
upon the other hand, that we gain frequently 
more uſeful and effectual friends, than can 
be found among you petty geniufes, whoſe 
ſphere or circle of acquaintance is ſo narrow, 
that they hardly ever find reſources for thems 
ſelves. | VVV 
CHARLES. I know indeed, that thoſe. you 
ſpeak of, elevated as they are by fortune or high 
birth, do one another many. acts of triendſhip; 
but tis always with a view that thoſe on whom 
they lay the obligation, may do Juſt the ſame 
for them. Such friendſhip you muſt own is of 
a mercenary nature, and on that account does 
net deſerve the name of friendſhip. 1 | 
EpwAR D. So then you conclude, that none 
but ſuch as live upon your plan, are capable 
of doing generous acti ens? Prove me this, if 
you are able. Let me know, for inſtance ſake, 
what you have ever done that is beyond my 
reach. 5 | 
CnARLESs. Excuſe me, brother. I dont 
mean to praiſe myſelf: but will reſign that 
office to ſome other, All I wiſh to ſay is 74 


SS A AS Aa Sand eos. eo 


that ſuch as never ſtake their fortune on the ha- 
zardous deciſion of a card or die, are much 
more likely to pofleſs the means that may 
enable them to do kind actions. Would to 


heaven I never may be called on to ſupport 
your falling fortunes, after ſome unlucky turn 


or other at the gaming table. Truſt me, 1 


would do it with that love a brother ſhould 
give proof of: and my circumſtances, which I 


will not hazard as you do, would in that caſe 


enable me to ſhow you my affection. Now in- 
form me, if my circumſtances were to undergo 
a change by the Almighty's viſitation, as I truſt 
that only will affect them, ſhould they alter, 
are you ſure you will have always, (ſubject as 
you are to the caprice of the tyrant men call for- 
tune,) are you ſure, I ſay, you will have al- 
ways wherewithal, dear brother, to help me. 
EDWARD. -. Yes, brother, from the prudence 
I obſerve in playing : which, however you in- 
veigh againſt it, has not hardened me as yet to 
that affection brothers owe each other. —* 
CHARLES. No, no; as to that, dear Fd- 
ward, I can anſwer. You have ſtill. a 17 6 
heart, and for that very reaſon I myſelf fee 
more for you than I ſhould do, if you were 
backney'd in the ways of gaming, and have 
greater apprehenſions for your ſafety ; being, 
as you are, ſurrounded by a fet of ſharks who 
only need the opportunity of flying from a 
partner in their occupation of iniquity, when 
he is got into diſtreſs. You ſay your friends 
* | 1 Jo: S are 


* 
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are uſeful and effectual. Ah, dear brother! 
when an individual, born in middling life, as 

vou and J are, who, by dint of money and good 
fortune, ſoars an equal height with ſuch as you 
aſſociate with, cannot ſuſtain himſelf, but falls. 
he is inevitably loſt and diſregarded. If, at any 
time, his late companions recollect they once 
had ſuch a one among them, tis much rather to 
_ deſpiſe him. Once again, dear brother, I am 
grievoully afraid, and tremble for you, leſt un- 
happily your own experience ſhould in future 
verify my obſervation. Add to this,” that even 
in your , happineſs, the life you lead muſt be 
confeſſed a hard one. As 7 inſtance ſake: 
This very night that you have got together ſuch 
a number of our famous players, and made ſo 
much preparation to receive them with a, ball 
and ſupper, do you not expericnce how much | 
trouble you have undergone, all day, in giving 
orders: and the night is to be ſpent in thinling 
what unnumber'd revolutiovs may attend deep 
play. Do you, or can you, call this hvang ? 
And your life is every day the fame. Is it not 
then much more monotonous than mine is, not- 
withſtanding all the tumult of it, inaſmuch a 
your whole heart is everlaſtingly affected in the 
| ſelf-ſame manner, and tormented with the wiſh 
of getting money ? Oh, dear Edward, I am 
well acquainted with you, and 1 know you 
would conſider ſuch a life, as what it is, 4 
grievous puniſhment, if any one ſhould force 
you to endure the pains and perils of it. 


Ep» 
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EpwARD. There is ſome degree of truth, I 
muſt acknowledge, in your obſervations ; and 
I thank the affection that has thus induced you 
to advance them: but this way of life is now 
familiar to me, and the world would ridicule m 
verfatility, if I ſhould think} myſelf obliged in 
duty to forſake it, and live juſt as you do. 
HARLES. Be 1ugenuous, an acknowledge 
that your pride, as I muſt call it, and ſelf- love 
would not be ſatisfied. Confeſs, that if you 
were to live as I do, in that caſe you would be 
under the neceſſity of giving up all mg. in 
your appearance, which—you have not forti- 
tude enough to do, You are at preſent in a 
golden dream; but take care, brother, that a 
great misfortune does not wake you. 
EpwARD. Once more; be not you afraid 
on my account. I play indeed, but regulate my 
conduct by the rules of prudence. I can 
bound my wiſhes to a moderate ſum of money 
when I win, and loſing does not take away my 
temper. I will now go down and let you have a 
proof thereof. Es „ 
CHARLES. Such is the fruit then of my 
exhortations: but I thought no leſs. Go, go; 
your malady is paſt all cure: and therefore I 
muſt be content with wiſhing you good luck. 
EpwarD. And you, dear brother; I muſt 
be content with wiſhing you a good night's reſt. 
Where's Davy? „ 
CHARLEs. Juſt ſtept out upon a meſſage. 
- | No KL 43 [As 
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EDpwarD. I muſt go down in the dark, 
then : once again, good night. 3 
CnARLES. Good night. / The elder brother 
goes ont.) | . 

| CHnarLEs (alone.) My poor, dear brother! 
Now will he ſet down to play for thouſands ; 
and, before the morning, what may not be his 
unhappy fate! I tremble for him; and not 
only now, but previouſly to this laſt converſa- 
tion we have had together, a forbodement 
ſtruck me, that ere morning he would undergo 
a grievous loſs. I cannot, then, but have done 
well in ſending for a domino and maſque, that 
I may mingle with the company, and ſee how 
things go forward. I ſhould not be able to 
ſtay here, and cloſe my eyes. But where 
does Davy linger ? He ſhould -have been there 
and back again, before this time. I am im- 
patient, and will go down ſtairs, he may -al- 
Newly be returned, but think my brother is ftill 


(3 


with me. I will go and tcc, 


ACT 
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ACT n. 
| SCENE, continues 7 


Davy, and his maſter, CuanLEs, che m_ | 
hind him. 


CHARLES, Davy, where have you been 
ſtaying? _ 

AVY. At the warchouſe. One would think 
all London wanted Dominos and maſques. 
Your brother's ball is ſo much talked of, I could 
ſcarce get furniſhed. 

CHARLES. But you have one, Well, then, 
throw it over me. I will go down into the ball 
room,—So, where is the maſque ? 

Davy. Here, here, fir. : 

CHARLES. Give it me: and, now, ſtay 
bere till I come back, whenever that may be, 
and take eſpecial care you tell no ſoul that I an 
gone down ſtairs, 

Davy. hear you, fir. 

CuARLES. Tf you ſhould happen to be 
tired, ſleep here in my. great chair, or, if you 
pleaſe, upon the ſopha : you need o only * 
your ſhoes off. 

Davy. I ſhall ſee, fir. : 

| CHarLEs (coming back.) Ah, I had forgot 
entirely. Davy, let me have my ſtrong box. 
¶ Davy brings it from a cleſet in the next apart- 
ment.) I will take out thirty guineas; and, for 

once, 
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once, as people phraſe it, try my fortune. I 
am ſure, I know myſelf. I will not loſe a 
penny more, if I am fo unlucky as to ſee the 
end of this: but, ſhould good luck go with me, 
I will take the advantage of it. I will play, 
however, maſked; for, ſhould my brother 
know me, he would laugh till January at the 
adventure.— There they are; juſt thirty—And | 
now light me. (He forgets to lock the flrong 
Bo: Davy lights him to the flairs, and then re- 
. | . 
Davv. I may reckon him gone down, at 
leaſt, till morning; till which time I have to 
watch :—but, courage, my attendance will not 
laſt for ever. That I may be certain of. rr: 
the key of the 2 box in the loch.) Ah! ah! 
my maſter, in his hurry, has forgot to lock the 
ſtrong box, and gone down without his key. 
So, J muſt take it to him. Ves: but, poſſibly 
I may betray him, ſhould his brother FM me. 
Let it ſtay, then, where it is; or, rather, let 
me take it back into the cloſet. (He carries it 
aut, and returns.) My maſter knows he can 
rely on my fidelity; and ſo, as well as he too, 
I can ſay I know myſelf. What ſhall I do to 
aſs away the time while I am waiting ?— 
What but ſleep. {He lies down on the Jogos: ) 
The ſervants are at cards themſelves, and play- 


ing deep, What wonder, when their maſters 
fer them the example ! Oh, I would not for the 
world go down among them. They would trick 
me out of every penny I poſſeſs. (He turns 

V8 about) 
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about) But, what can be the matter with me ? 


I ſhall toſs and tumble here without a wink of 


fleep, till morning. What, then, if for once, 
1 were to go down ſtairs, and riſque a fingle 
guinea. I may win. But, no, friend Davy, 
gd to ſleep, and recollect that hitherto on all 
occations you have ſhewn yourſelf a prudent 
lad, and ſcorned to mix with gamblers. {He 
puts himſelf again into a ſleeping poſture.) _ 

Or1iver (coming ſoftly in, and calling out.) 
Davy, wn, what , are you about ? Wha, 
lying down! 

Davy. Yes, dont you ſee yourſelf I am, 
my good friend Oliver? What would you 
have? 

OLIVER. What would I have. Why, 
what can'you be doing, to be thus abed, when 
there is ſo much money to he | won below, 
among our fellow ſervants? _ 


— 


Davy. Oh, you know I am no gameſter, 


as your maſter and yourſelf are. Go, and play, 
then, you, if you think proper, but leave me 
alone. My maſter is gone out, and he has bid 
me wait till he comes in, which I muſt do. 

OLIVER. Indeed? 

Davy. Yes, Oliver; and, yet, if you * 
every thing, you could not but imagine it a 
© that I cannot go down with, you, having 
o much cafh to make a thow with at 1 8 gam- 
ing table! 

OLivzr, How ? | | 

LS 292 Davy 
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Davy. Would you believe it? but my 
maſter has been ſo forgetful as to leave his ſtrong 
box open. I have juſt this moment taken out 
the key, as you may ſee, (/hoaving it upon the 

table) and put the box into the other room. 

OLIVER. Indeed! fafde) I have a thought 
juſt come athwart me. ' 55 

Davy. Yes, indeed. Is it not, therefore, 
a great pity that I cannot * 
play, fince I have ſo much money? . 

OLIVER (putting on a ſauctimonious look.) If 


"— 


it were not a fin to touch what is not in reality 


our own. = | 
Davy. Yes, Oliver, I think as you do; 
notwithſtanding which, it was not long before 
you entered, when a great temptation ſeized me 
to go down and rifque a room of, my own, 
among you. That might have loſt; and with 
it all the trifle I have by me : after which, who 
knows but that the devil might have tempted 
me to pay a viſit to the ſtrong box. Heaven be 
praiſed, however, I have ſaved my honeſty ; 
though the temptation was a little violent. 
OLIVER faſde. I am rejoiced to hear thus 


much. — My dear good Davy, I congratulate | 


you on this victory, We may, indeed, make 
free as much as we think proper, with our own; 
but, for another perſon's, and much more our 
maſter's, that ſhould be inviolably ſacred. 
Davy, 80 I thought. 


OLIVER. No, no, we ſhould not touch ano- 
ther perſon's property, whoever, he may be: 
| | WR 


go down ſtairs, and 
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our own, indeed, as you are ſenfible, good 
Davy, is at our Giſpoſal. In that-point we are 
agreed: and, therefore, fince I would not have 
your honeſty ſhould ſtand, at preſent, in the 
way of your good fortune, I could with you 
would 'entraſt me with the trifle you may 
have— "OI 
Davy. Entruſt you with it? | 
Orxriven. Yes: for, then we two might 
make a little bank, and I would go down ſtairs, 
and play on your account: for, I am certain I 
ſhould win a deal of money. | 
Davy. But, you know I dont love gaming? 
OLiver. True; and, therefore, I would 
game, as you expreſs it, for you. I could with 
to put a little money in your pocket, you are 
ſuch a worthy fellow: for, once more I tell you, 
I am certain I ſhoul4 win a deal of money. 
Davy. Do you think ſo, really? 
OLIVER. Yes, really. What money have 
you, —of your own, I mean? 5 
Davy. Stay, let me ſee. (Ile takes his mo- 
rey out of his pocket } Two guineas and a ſhil- 
ling. 2 . 
OL1iverR. Well, then, let me have your 
gold, and J will put two guineas to it, and gol 
play for both of us. Let me alone, for I am 
ſure I ſhall return with ſpecial news, and mo- 
ney for you. Yes; rely on what I fay. | 
Davy. You tempt me; and I care not if 
I try my luck, for once. So, take them, 
(giving 2 the tao guineas) but, be _— 
| Org 
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for, except the ſhilling, I have not another 
nny in the world, and it will be a long, long 
while, before my quartcr's due - What are you 
thinking of? ee e 
Orea. What? sotha g. 
Davy. For your life, dont think of loſing. 
OLIVER. Dont you talk of loſing. I am 
ſure I ſhall return a winner, e 
Davy. Yes; but you can never finifh, 
when you once begin: ſo, if you have but the 
good luck, to win me twenty guineas, or about 
that ſum, leave off, and bring me up the mo- 
ney. Do you mind me, Oliver? 
OLIVER. Yes, yes. Let me alone to ma- 
nage matters. {Afde, while going out) J have 
ſomething in my head, and mutt attack the 
ſtrong box next. > \ 
Davy {alone.) He tells me he is ſure of 
winning: and, why ſhould he not ; particularly 
if he plays with only one, as either one or tothet 
muſt, in that caſe, be the winner, and the chance 
is equal with reſpect to each. If he ſhould 
bring me twenty guineas, I ſhall then have 
made a good night's work, and will not run 
another riſque; no, never while I live. But, 
how ſhall I employ them? I muſt think of that; 
and, in the mean-time, put the key into my 
pocket, I was in the wrong to let it lie upon the 
table, as I did, while Oliver was here; and, 
therefore, muſt not let him ſee it when he comes 
a ſecond time; for, which is not, indeed, im- 
poſſible, ſuppoſe he ſhould have Joſt ? — bur, 
K | 
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no; I will not think of that. And, yet, it will 
be prudent to ſuſpect the worſt : and, therefore, 
if, when he-returns, he ſhould have: loſt, the 
thought, in that caſe, of my maſter's ſtrong 
box, might go near to tempt him: which would 
be a pity, he is ſuch an honeſt lad! Tis true, 
indeed, he's fond of play; but, that is his miſ- 
fortune, rather than his fault. However, be it 
cither one or t'other, I will even not tempt 
him; and, ſo vaniſh Mr. Strong-box Key. 
(He — it up.) And, now, what ſhall I do? 
Conſider how I am to ſpend twenty guineas ? 
but, in that, my good friend Davy will aſſiſt 
me. So, 1 chikk I'll take a book and read; 
for, tis not now worth while to go to ſleep.— 
He will be back ſo ſoon that ſleep would do me 
much more harm than good. This is my maſ- 
ter's library. So, let me ſee, what I ſhall 
read? (He takes a book, and reads the title page) 
Young's NIGHT Trovcurs. Night thoughts. 
That is, thoughts by night. It ſeems, then, 
that the author of theſe nights, muſt certainly 
have been a footman, juſt as I am, and com- 
poſed theſe verſes in the night, while he was 
up, and waiting for his maſter, Ves; but they 
are all ſo fine, no footman could have written ] 
them. {he reads) 


The ſpider's fine attenuated web 
Is cord, is cable to man's tender tie 
On happineſs,—— 
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The ſpider's cobweb, cord and cable! Ho is 
that? Oh, he could be no footman that wrote 
this. T He ſays what I can never underſtand, and 
that's no trifle. (He reads again, but to him- 
ſelf) He talks here of nothing elſe than death, 
the ſoul, and immortality. Poor gentleman ! 
he was quite melancholy, I ſuppoſe : and, there- 
therefore, will not read him, He would make 
me fall aſleep, Let me look out another. 

Or.1veR (coming in.) Ah, my poor, dear 
Davy, I am ſorry for it; but, my hopes are 
diſappointed, and at preſent I am nothing bet- 
ter than a broken merchant. 

Davy. Broken! fay you? What! how ? 
Have you loſt ? 

OLivEr. Yes, every penny. 

Davy. Every penny? after ms to 
bring me twenty guineas. 

OLIVER. Twenty guineas ! did 1 promiſo 
that? 

Davv. No, no; but as you told me you 
were ſure of winning, I put down the ſum, you 
meant to bring me that, at leaſt, And you 
have loſt, then, every penny ? | 

OLIves, Yes, indeed, a black-legged ue 
tleman !—be muſt have been ſo— 

Davy. And, why black legged, pray ? - 

OLIVER. Vou are not, I can ſee, acquainted 
with our terms; for, black-legged gentlemen 
are cheats. 

Davy. Oh, are they D Well, 90 on. 
OLIVER. A N gencleman, as 
Was 
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was ſaying, then, has won our bank; and, as 
this moment I expreſſed 1 it, I am now a broken 
merchant. - 

Davy. We are both ſo. 

OLIVER. No, indeed: for, your two gui: 
Nt — 

Davy. My two guineas, Oliver! Well, 
what of them 

OrLives. I have uot loſt ; and, as 2 procky 
return them. 

Davy. Is it poſſible ? and, are you ſuch an 
honeſt fellow ? 

Oriver. Honeſt ? Could I loſe your mo- 
ney, when I had it of you, as you know, that 
I might win you more ? 

Davy. Yes, yes, you had, indeed 1 and 1 
relied upon you. So that you muſt give me 
my two guineas back, 

OLtves, I muſt, indeed ; and, therefore, 
having loſt my own two guineas, I determined 
I would play no longer: but gave over, that 
your money mig be ſafe: and here it is. 80 
take it. 155 
| Davy. Oh, my dear two guineas ; 5 youl 

were to have gained me twenty others. I am 
glad, however, I have got you back again, 
thanks to my good friend . 

Or1iver, You dont, as yet, know all. 
When I have told you, I ſhall, doubtleſs, be 
confidered a much better friend. 

Davy, I dont, as yet, know all! What 
have you then, to tell me ? 

uMz OLtver, 
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OLives, Why, my good friend, Davy, 
you muſt know there is a gentleman below, 
des I aſſure you, a true gentleman ; for, he 
has been invited by the,ſteward ; and. this gen- 
tleman, as I have juſt diſcovered, has a deal of 
money. | 

Davy. Well? | | 

OrIvkR. I fay a deal: but, one, that you 
will find a very fooliſn fellow; ſo much ih 
that he may eaſily be plucked. 

_ Davy. Plutked, Oliver? = 
 Or1ver, Yes; got to play till he is rid of 
every ſhilling, if you will but ſet down with 
him. TI would have done fo, if I had not loſt 
all my money, and had only yours to riſque : 
a riſque, my conſcience would no ilet me run. 

Davy. And you were in the right. A deal 
of money, do you ſay ? 

OLiver, Jes, upwards of two . gui⸗ | 
neas, in a leathern bag. I ſaw him ſpread it 
out upon the table, Ah, my dear ſriend Davy! 
do not theſe two hundred guineas make the wa- 
ter come into your mouth ? What 202 you : 1 
will you pluck him. | 

Davy. May I do fo, honeſtly! ? 

Oriver, Yes, that you may; or do you | 
think I would adviſe you to it. He will play 
with you, he 1s not forced to do ſo, and he 
loſes. What tranſaction can be fairer? #7 

Davy. True; but, then, you know I have 
but thoſe two guineas ; for, 1 ſhould not dare 

10 
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to touch my maſter's money, in the ſtrong box? 
I odd be dll. 
OrIvER. A thief, indeed; and, therefore, 
never be you guilty of ſo bad an action. Your 
two guineas will be full enough. Why, he 
will loſe a dozen games together; he was juſt 
now playing cribbage, in the ſervant's hall; 
and, as T overlooked: his cards, I thought I 
never ſaw'a greater ſimpleton. You play, your- 
ſelf, at cribbage, very well, and I will like- 
wiſe. ſhow you how to beat the blockhead. 
Shall I call him up? Yes, yes. Dont he ſo 
ſhy : you have as great a mind to get his mo- 
ney, as myſelf have that you ſhould; and I 
will fetch him. Get the table ready, and dont 
look for cards; he always has a pack about 
him. [ He goes out, ) k . . 5 N „ 
' Davy (alonc.) What an honeſt fellow is 
this Oliver ; and, then, how friendly, likewiſe! 
Oh, his friendlineſs I have this long while been 
aſſured of; and, in favour of his honeſty, my 
two poor guineas ſpeak ſufficiently. I could 
not have expected fo much kindneſs from a fel- 
low ſervant : and this fimpleton that he has re- 
commended me, whoſe money 1s to go into my. 
pocket, was there ever ſuch a friend! Oh, I 
muſt recompence him handſomely for his 
obligingneſs, as I ſhall be enabled eaſily to do; 
and, hevte they Ww. : 
Or1ver (coming in with Pac, and ſpeaking 
70 him,) This, fir, is he I ſpoke about below; 
as honeſt a young man, though I who am his, 
ER he M 3” N fellow 
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fellow ſervant call him ſo, as ever wore a li, 
ver. | > 7 
SPADE. He- is your friend: and that's 
enough for me, | 7 | 
- Davy. I beg your pardon. Mr. Oliver 
has ſhown himſelf y friend. «at 
OLIVER. Becauſe I had an opportunity; 
and you would have done juft the Gas for me, 
had you been in my ſituation: but, the time is 
precious; ſo, what ſay you, if we go-to buſi 
neſs ? Mr. Spade, my friend here wants to play 
a hand or two with you, at cribbage, - _ 
SPADE. I am ready to oblige you. 55 
Davy. To oblige me ? to oblige yourſelf: 
| you play ſo well! P . 
OLIVER. So much the better if you beat 
him. (Afde) And, dont fear. I'II look at 


every hand you have, and tell you what to 


_ Come, let us have the cards. 


PADE. Here, Mr. Oliver; what ſhall we 


play for? 
' Davy. What you pleaſe. 


SPADE. With all my heart, We ſhall not, | 


then, play high. What ſay you to a crown a 
ame? „5 1 tin | 
| Davy. A crown! I thought of playing for 

much leſs. = | 

OLIVER. Much leſs, my good friend Da- 
vy? You mult play for half a guinea. {A/ide) 

Never fear him. I am certain you will win. 

Davy. Indeed? Well, then, for half 2 
guinea, if the gentleman thinks proper. 

Eo Cons J = - ond 
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| Seas, It is more than J am uſed to play 
for ; bur, no matter, let it be for half a guinea : | 
there's my itake. 

| Davy. And mine. Remember, Oliver, if 
I ſhould. loſe, the fault will all be yours. 

OLIVER. Stuff, Davy! I am certain you 
will bear him. Take my word for that. Come, 
I will reckon for you both, that - may loſe 
no time in peta So, begin. ( They play, and 
Dawy wins the game. 

Davy. Tis mine. Ah! ah t 

OLIVER. I told you fo, 

SPADE, Here's for another game. 

OLIVER. Oh, we have no objection 1 in the 
leaſt. Stake, ſtake. x : 
Davy, There, there, Keep you the reckon» 

ing, Mr. Oliver. 
| Oriver; Yes, yes: do you mind nothing 
but the game. { They play @ ſecond game, and 
Dawvy <vins this likewiſe.) 

Davy. Again? I'm lucky! : . 

SeaDt. I have loſt a guinea: but, no mat- 

ter. Will you double ſtakes ? 

S OQOriver. Do, do: put down a guinea : you 
will ſtrip him of his caſh the ſooner. I can fee, 
you muſt win all his money. 

Davy. A whole guinea on a game! but, 
hang it, I will never balk my luck. Faint 
heart, as ſays the proverb, never won fair lady. 
So, there goes my guinea. = 

(They play many games, all which, by Spade” s 


Fontrivance, Dary Wins, 1 HOW, as 


had 
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had been elle betzwcen Oliver and him, 


affects to be enraged. 
SPADE, Was there ever known ſuch luck at as 


mine is. 


Davy. Ah! ah! ah! fegs you mon ke me 
laugh. | 

OLIVER. Yes, ves: the. laugh that win. 

SpA DE. Oh, do they? but 1 fancy you are 
laughing both at me: and, I ſuſpect ſore trick, 

OLIivER, Some trick: Y explain yourſelf,” 

Davy. For my part, I win fairly, and 
would ſcorn to cheat you : aſk my good friend 
Oliver. if you ſuſpect my word. , g 

SraDE, Yes, aſk my brother if he Böcken 5 
me a thief! but, do you know, it ſtrikes me 
I have all along been Paying againſt « one e that ; 
had no money ? 

Davy. Juſt as if you did not fl me put 
down my half guinea; the firſt game we played? MW?! 

SPADE. 'Your half guinea! Do you cali 
that money? How much had vou en 
when the game began? | 

LIVER, Dont tell him, Davy. I can wit- 

neſs for him, he had money. Do vou come to 
quarrel with my friend, becauſe he beats you? R 
I can witneſs for bim, he had — when yu. g 
firſt ſat down to play. " i 

SPADE. I dont believe it. 

Davy. Dont believe it — th 

OLtver. Let me deal with him. 1 fancy 
you will find he had more wy than your- th 


| ſelf. 
| SPADE» 


| [3 utes. 
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SPADE. Oh, yes! fine talking, truly! 


OrivkR. | Tis not talking, but all real. 


What have you a mind to lay, he has not much 
more money than yourſelf, to ſhow ? 
SPADE, Aye, now that's ſaying ſomething ! 
what you pleaſe. BY 1 ; 
_ Ortver, As much as you have loſt ? 
"SPADE. With all my heart. 
OLIVER. Done. Tis a wager. | 
Davy. But, my good friend Oliver—— 
. OLiver. Oh, fear him not. I have a way 
to bring you through. I warrant you, we ſhall 
completely pluck his feathers.' (To Spade 
Will you lay my fellow-fervant twenty guineas 
that he cannot ſhow more money than your- 
ſelf. | : 1 
SPADE. Yes, forty, fixty, or a hundred, if 


you chuſe to run ſo great a riſque. He ſhow - 


* 


more money! | 
OLIVER. Yes, I tell you; and this mo- 

ment. You will lay him twenty guineas of it, 
will you? 

S SPADE. Yes, I will, I tell you. 


OLIVER. Then, withdraw a little; I have 


ſomething I wotild tell my fellow- ſervant. 
Davy. But— 


OLIVER. Dont ſpeak, or you will ſpoil 


the whole. {To Spade) Will you withdraw. 


and will not go to fetch it. If you wiſh to lay 
the wager, leave us for the value of five mi- 


SPADE, 


? 
3 
| 
| 
| 


us 
1 
1 
| 
| 
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SPADE, If I thought— BY 
OLIVER / (puſping out Spade.) | Go, go, 1 
tell you. 

SPADE» But, when you have ſettled with 
each other, will you come and fetch my Twill 
go down ſtairs. 

OrIVER. Yes, yes; . begone, and if you 
would not loſe, dont ſhow yourſelf again. 

SPADE» Oh, dont ſuppoſe I fear you. (He 
goes out.) 

N Well, and what do you deſign to 
- 

OLiver. To do? Need you aſk ſuch a 
queſtion, when his twenty LSuzoras may ſo 
eaſily be put into your _ | | 

Davy. Yes; but, ho | | 1.0 

OLIVER. Why, b "Mu money in your 
Wa 8 ſtrong box. B. you ſee ? Where 18 
it? — 

Davy, In the other room. 

OLIVER. Then, we will both go in, count 


over what is in it; and, my life againſt 4 far» . 


thing, it will be much more than Spade“ 3. 
Davy. But, Oliver | 
OLr1veR. | But, what? Can you have any 

fear? It is but borrowing it five minutes, 

and returning it juſt as we found it. 
DavY: Yes, but if my maſter ould re- 
turn? 

 Ora1ver. That? s poſſible, ibdevd 5 ; and, 

therefore, the affair muſt be this inſtant. ſer 

about, before he can n ſurpriſe us. 


e | Davy, | 


Ic 
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Davy. I cant tell, but= | | 
| OLIVER. What, again? And, do you 
WH think I would adviſe you to an action that 
night hurt you? Am not I your maſter's bro- 
I ther's ſervant ? 4 
Davy. Yes, indeed. | 
, OLIVER. And, pray, does not my maſter 
love your maſter ? |: ] 
a Davy. Oh, yes, that he does. 8 
OL1verR. Well, then, it follows naturally, 
a | mu love you, likewiſe. Does it not, dear 
Dav | = 
1 Daw Yes, I think fo, truly. 
OLiveR, Well, then, come along. Within 
I ſhall have ſomething elſe to to tell you. | 
Davy. I muſt do, I ſee, whatever you 
W think proper.” | 


8 r —— — 
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it | | 
” TT III. 

Davy (returuing vith OLIVER.) | 
y f N 

2 


OLIVER, avith a bag of Oy, and a little roll 
E paper in his hand. 8 


HERE are all the notes, amounting to 
ive hundred pounds and upward, which are 
more by half than any ſum of money Spade 
Jean ſhow you, I will put them under * 

| | 9 
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old hat, as he ſhall do his papers when he enters. 
After which, we will compare the value of each 
parcel ; when the winner, take my word, dear 
Davy, will be you, The money, I will keep 
as tis at preſent. Spade will bring his likewiſe ; 
and if need require it, we will count both ſums ; 
but I am ſure your paper will be ſo much more 
than his, that he muſt think it needleſs to count 
any of the money. Do you underſtand me? 
AVY, Clearly, Oliver. I ſee your ſcheme, | 
which is a mighty good one. How I ſmile to 
think of his ſimplicity ! He ſcarcely dreams of 
any ſtrong box, and will find himſelf upon the 
wrong fide of the hedge. | 
OLIVER. Yes, yes: but you would hardly 
credit me, Well, every thing is ready, and LI 
fetch ham up. TFT 
Davy. Do friend. | 
OLIVER. Ha, here he comes himfelf. * _ 
SPADE (entering with a little roll of er.) 
How long you both are ſettling matters! I was 
tired of waiting, ſo came np to find what you 
could be about. Are you prepared? 7 
OLIVER. Les, quite. But what have you 
got there ſo curiouſly rolled up ? | 
. SPADE, What is to win me twenty guineas. WM 
Upwards of three hundred pounds in notes, 
with eighty guineas here in gold, 3 
OLIVER. That's well. Then put the notes ii 
here under this old hat. My friend has put £ 
his there already. How much did you fay in Ml © 


notes? | | 
| SPADE. 
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SPADE. Three hundred pounds, and up- 
wards. | 5 | 
| Ortrver. And in money, eighty guineas ? 
; (While Spade is putting his notes under the hat, 
Oliver, approaching Davy, whiſpers in his ear.) 
Three hundred pounds ; you heard that, Davy. 
; \Davy. Yes: the wager will be all my 


a own. | 
t OLivzR (to Spade.) . You have depoſited 
the paper; have you? We will count the 
money, after we have reckoned up the value of 
the notes. Well, now, the next thing is to 
make your ſtakes, which you will let me hold 
to give the winner, Mr, Spade, your twenty 
guineas, | 6 | 
| SPADE, There. 
OLIVER. Your's, Davy. 
Davy. There are mine tao. 
Orivex. How much have you left? 
| Davy. Five guineas. 2 
) OL1veR (fo Spade.) Do you wiſh to riſque 
8 five guineas more? (Aſide. Let us not leave 
u him ſo much as a fingle guinea, 
Srapz. Five? yes, twenty more. 
1 OLIVER. Then let me have them: and ao 
{To Davy yours. (Afide) You may as well 
. win them. | | | ; 2 | 
3, Davy. Yes; you are in the right. 0 
| SrAapE. Ah, ah. Excuſe me, I am taken 
ill: but will be back again this inſtant. - (He 
BY goes ont.) 
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OLIVER. Ah! ah! ah! he flinches! 
Davy. Yes; that's plain: but why ſhould 

he have riſqued thoſe laſt five guineas? You 

were in the right to call him ſimpleton. I 

never ſaw a greater. . 

OLIVER. No; or any one beſides: but 

where can he be gone to, when the moments 


are ſo precious? We ſhall have your maſter 
come and interrupt us. I will run and fetch | 
him. (Going, but returns.) But dont touch {| 


the hat: he would confider it foul play, — 
Davy. No, no. | | 


OLIvER (afide, and going out.) Poor fim- 


pleton— Good bye, for ever. 

Davy. Come; a ſpecial night! no leſs than 
three-and-twenty guineas got already ; and this 
wager, which will be as many more, and two 


beſides : thanks to my good friend Oliver, It 


was a lucky thing for me, this Mr. Spade, in 
playing was ſo quarrelſome, and thought I had 
no money. Had we gone on playing, he might 
poſſibly have won his lofings back: but this 
was a ſure card. Let me, however, firſt be fure 
Jam a winner. Ves, I muſt be ſo; for did not 
I and Oliver both hear him ſay how much he 
had to put beneath the hat, and which, together 
with his money, does not make up mine within 
a hundred pounds? [I'll take a peep, while the 
are abſent : there will be no harm in that. (Lie 
goes to the hat and lifts it up.) Ah! ah 144A 
pauſe.) But what! he has not left his notes! 
ye, 2 n | or 
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or ſtay-—ſlooking at the parcel.) Oh, heavens'! 
My parcel gone, and his remaining. He has 
ſurely robbed me of five hundred pounds, and 
left but three! I tremble! has he left me any? 
(He wndoes the parcel, which proves nothing. but 
blank paper.] Nothing but blank paper! No- 
thing elſe! What will become of me? Help! 
Oliver! Thieves! Murder! Stop him! I am. 
ruin'd ! (running to the door he meets bis maſter, ) 
CnARLBS. What's the matter? Ds 
. Davy. Ah, fir! is it you? e 
 CHaRLEs, Yes; ſpeak : What ails you? 
Davy. TI am ruined, fir, and cannot. 
_ CrarLEs, You are ruined ! What can this 
mean ? What has happen'd ? Fg 
Davy. I am robb'd, or rather, you, fir, 
Did you ſee him? | 
CHARLES. Did J ſee him, do you ſay ? See 
whom? | | 
Davy. A thief? Your ſtrong box, fir! 
What * become of me ? ee, and 
money ? Every penny gone: Your key ! your 
| key! Had wi Toke your key bk 
a CunARxLES. Left my key behind me ! {feet 
ing in his pocket,) Ah, I have it not; but 
what of that? — Tell me this moment what has 
happened, | | F560 
Davy. FT ſhall never henceforth hold my 
head up; but be looked-on as a thief, myſelf. 
You left your ſtrong box key behind: you. 
6 11 3 Oliver, 
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Oliver, who wiſhed to put a little money in my 
pocket, | 5 „ 
CHARLES. Hark! T hear a tread upon the 
ſtairs. It is my brother. Come in with me 
here. Quick, quick; and tell me this myſte- 
rious matter; for my brother muſt not ſee me 
in this dreſs. Come in, I ſay, and let me know 

the whole. (They go into the adjoining room.) 
EDWARD (coming in ſoon after thy are both 
evithdrawn,) Where can my raſcal, Oliver, 
have hid himſelf ? And Davy? I ſhould think, 
but for this candle, that my brother had been 
= to bed theſe two hours, Would to God 
1 had myſelf been ſleeping. I ſhould not in 
that caſe have kept watch to be undone ; but if 
my brother is not gone to bed, where is he? 
Wher at leaſt is Davy ?—(Calling out.) Davy! 

Davy! | | 
| CranuEs within.) Coming, coming, bro- 
ther. 2 £7 
EpwAR D. Ah, he is not gone to bed: and 
therefore I ſhall grieve his generous heart ſo 
much the ſooner with intelligence of my miſ- 
fortune. How adverſity inſtructs us! bot, at 
preſent, I remember and acknowledge the pro- 
priety of what he ſaid before this curſed gamb- 
ling trade, I have been taken up in all night 
long, began. Ah, brother! with what ſhame, 
as well as ſorrow, ſhall I not appear before you ? 
I have brought it all however on myſelf ; and 
now muſt ſtand the trial, {To his brother enter- 
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ing in a night gown.) Brother, why. are you 
not gone to bed? 

CHARLES. I am this very moment . 
being ſo uneaſy upon your account, at What 
might happen to you at the gaming table, that 
I could not cloſe my eyes. 

EDpwWARD. Ah, brother, your uneafineſs 
was not without fou ndation! Dear, dear Charles, 
I am, —am ruined. 

CnARIESs. Ruined! how? 

 EpwarD. Loft all the property T was poſt 
ſeſſed of. Vexed to death at tuch ill fortune, 
and ſuppoſing my ill luck might take a turn, I 
went on playing, and have loſt three thouſand 
pounds on credit. 

CHARLES. So. much as three . chouſanh 
pounds? 

EpwARD. Yes, brother. An abominable 
maſque, whom no one knew, has ſtripped me: 
and thus pennyleſs, I ſhall aſſuredly deſpair. 

CHARLES. And what may have become of 
that abominable maſque ? 

EpwarD. He told me, he was intimate 


with you; and would come here to ſettle, 0 


your aid, ſome plan of payment. 
CnAxLESs. Intimate with me !—Sure you 


miſtake? But be it ſo; what plan, dear bro< 


ther, can you fix upon without hard money, 


without lands, and ſo much as three thouſand: | 


pounds to pay. 
EDWARD, Ah, brother! 1 am in reality 2. 
Os 11 N * ruined 
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ruined man. I know I am. I muſt, however, 
wait his coming here, and have a little conver- 
ſation with him. 

CHARLES. Have a little converſation with 
him, do you ſay? 1 ſee but one reſource, one 
Way of ſpeaking to him. We muſt both fall 
down, two ſuppliants at his feet, and beg he 
would not publiſh your diſhonour. 
 EpwarD. Ah, dear brother, if myſelf alone 
were in the caſe, I merit the humiliation; but 
ſhall J expoſe you to it? I will make awa 
with every ſtick of furniture 1 am poſſeſſed of; 
and ſell all, but p 

CHARLES. You ſay the winner told you he 
was intimate with me. If he were generous 
enough to give you up the ſum you owe him, 
and perhaps the ſtakes you made till you began 
to play on credit? If I ſay he would do this 
upon your promiſing you would in future never 
touch a card or * of dice while you exiſted, 
would you do ſo ? 

EvwarD. Do you know what you are talk-: 
ing of, dear brother ? Is there any human be⸗ 
ing to be found ſuſceptible of ſo much gene · 
roſity? ; 
CHARLES, Poſfibly there may: but let us 
make the ſuppoſition for a moment; would you 
promiſe, on your honour, you would never play 
gain? 

EpwWaßxb. Would I promiſe ? Week I 
not? Oh, heaven! 

Cc HARLES. 
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" CHARLES. Well then, dear brother, pro- 
miſe me as much, for I, though it ſurpriſe you, 
am the maſque that won your ready money, 
and to whom you are ſo much indebted. (He 
goes to fetch his maſque and domino, which Dauy, 
avho hangs down his head, brings after him. 
Look if you remember this green domino and 
22 maſque, that ſtripped you ſo com- 

eatly 7 -: | | 
"es Ah, dear Charles, —T recollect 
this garment. Is it poflible ! and am I really 
reſerved to be ſo happy ? Let me claſp you to 
my heart. © RI 
 CrarLes, Upon condition you obſerve 
your promiſe, _ | Bn WY 
EDpwWARD. Yes, I will obſerve it. All your 
former admonitions, and particularly what you 
ſaid [laſt night, before I went down ſtairs to 
play, illuminate my heart; and I ſhall live in- 
debted to you for my peace of mind. a 

CHARLES. And I, dear brother, will con- 
ceive myſelf your debtor for the greateſt plea- 
ſure I yet ever felt, or ever ſhall in future; 
that of having cured you of a paſſion which 
occaſioned me an inconceivable uneaſineſs, be- 
cauſe it threatened every day to bring about 
your ruin. No misfortune of my own ; and, 
truſt me, I have met this evening, with a great 
one, can decreaſe the joy I feel on your ac- : 
count, : | h 5 
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EpwARD. A great misfortune ! what, dear 
brather 2 5 1 1 
CunARLES. You would come to know it, 
or I would not grieve your generous nature by 
the information. You ſee Davy, who holds 
down his head, and has not courage to look up. 

 EpwarD. TI do. | © 

CHARLES. Well. Oliver, your ſervant, in; 

my abſence, has been tampering with him. I 
forgot my ſtrong box key, when I went down 
Into the ball room. Davy told him of the cirs; 
cumſtance; on which, the raſcal brought a 
ſharper up, and they contrived, by hiding at the, 
hat, to trick him out of all my notes and money 
in the box, amounting to fix hundred 8 : 

EpwWwARD. My ſervant, Oliver? Is this 
true, Davy ? | IH ES 
Davy (without looking up.) Ves, indeed, fir. 
EpwarD. Oh, the villain! This accounts 
for his not being in the houſe ; and he, with his 

accomplice, are gone off, Dear brother, for 
my ſervant's having done you ſuch an injury, 
what compenſation—— . | | 
CHARLES. Do not talk of compenſation. 
Your reſolve to game no longer is ſufficient. 
comfort to my heart. I put a greater value, 
than ſix hundred pounds upon your happinels, 
which ſo rejoices me, that far from blaming you 
for having had a ſervant who has tricked me out 
of ſo much money, I will pardon Davy, whoſe, 
fimplicity has made him ſuch a dupe, In fu- 
. 0b 
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ture, Davy, let your conduct be the ſign of 
your repentance. (To Davy, who is going to 
Fall dogon upon his knres.) Kneel not; but en- o 
deavour to expreſs your ſorrow, for a fault 
which might have ruined many maſters poorer 

than myſelf, by your behaviour. Come, dear 
brother. This, believe me, is the happieſt mo- 
ment of my life, becauſe I ſee youin a way of 


being happy. 
EpwarD. Oh, what brotherly affection! _ 
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